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Abstract: This article analyzes contemporary Polish historiography that explores the activities of the Greek Catholic Church  during the interwar period. The aim of the study is to identify the main directions, methodological approaches, and interpretative frameworks characteristic of Polish scholarly research from the late 20th to the early 21st century. The paper examines the works of researchers such as S. Stępień, A. Krochmal, M. Strutyński, J. Moskałyk, J. Karbarz-Wilińska, among others, who represent various academic schools and perspectives. The analysis reveals that Polish historians increasingly recognize the important socio-cultural role of the GCC in shaping Ukrainian identity. However, issues such as confessional coexistence, the legal status of the Church, and its interaction with the Polish state are still often interpreted through the lens of the Polish political context. The conclusion emphasizes the need for a deeper dialogue between Ukrainian and Polish historiographies in order to overcome stereotypes and develop a more balanced interpretation of interconfessional and interethnic relations in the Second Polish Republic.
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Анотація. Стаття присвячена аналізу сучасної польської історіографії, що висвітлює діяльність Греко-католицької церкви у міжвоєнний період. Метою дослідження є з’ясування провідних напрямів, підходів та інтерпретацій, характерних для польських наукових студій кінця ХХ - початку XXI ст. У роботі розглянуто праці таких дослідників, як С. Стемпень, А. Крохмаль, М. Струтинський, Я. Москалик, Й. Карбарж-Вілінська та інших, що репрезентують різні наукові школи та підходи. Аналіз показав, що польські історики дедалі частіше визнають важливу соціокультурну роль ГКЦ у формуванні української ідентичності, однак проблематика конфесійного співіснування, правового статусу церкви та її взаємодії з польською державою все ще інтерпретується крізь призму польського політичного контексту. У висновках підкреслено потребу глибшого діалогу між українською та польською історіографією для подолання стереотипів і формування більш збалансованої інтерпретації міжконфесійних і міжнаціональних відносин у Другій Речі Посполитій.
Ключові слова: історіографія, греко-католицька церква, Галичина, міжвоєнний період, Г. Хомишин.

Problem statement. The interwar period posed significant challenges for the GCC, shaped by the redrawing of political borders in Central and Eastern Europe and the intensification of national and confessional tensions within the newly reestablished Second Polish Republic. Under these conditions, the GCC emerged not only as a religious institution but also as a critical actor in shaping national consciousness, self-identification, and the socio-cultural rootedness of the Ukrainian population in Halychyna, Lemkivshchyna, and Podlasie. In recent decades, the issue of the GCC’s functioning in interwar Poland has garnered increasing attention in Polish historiography, signaling a gradual overcoming of the ideological constraints that previously dominated scholarly paradigms.
Contemporary Polish scholars strive to offer a comprehensive assessment of the GCC’s role in the socio-political, national, and confessional life of the interwar era. Particular focus is given to the figures of ecclesiastical hierarchs (notably Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky and Bishop Hryhoriy Khomyshyn), the Church’s legal status within the state, Polish-Ukrainian interconfessional relations, and its role in processes of cultural and educational integration. In this context, a scholarly analysis of Polish historiography is essential for a deeper understanding not only of the UGCC’s historical trajectory but also of the broader dynamics of national and religious policy in interwar Poland.
Identification of previously unresolved aspects of the general problem. Despite the evident progress of Polish historiography in re-evaluating the place and role of the GCC in the socio-religious life of the Second Polish Republic, a number of significant aspects remain underexplored or require deeper interpretation. In particular, insufficient attention has been paid to the daily interactions between Greek Catholic and Roman Catholic clergy at the local level, the impact of political tensions between the Polish state and the Ukrainian national movement on pastoral activities, and the internal policies of the GCC. Moreover, the social ministry of Greek Catholic priests, their involvement in community life, education, and cooperative movements has yet to be comprehensively analyzed. The perception of the GCC within Polish public discourse and the transformation of historical evaluations of its activities in the post-communist period – especially within the framework of memory narratives and Polish-Ukrainian interconfessional dialogue – also remain insufficiently studied.
Formulation of research goals. The aim of this article is to analyze the major trends and approaches in contemporary Polish historiography regarding the Greek Catholic Church during the interwar period, and to identify the interpretive models through which Polish scholars conceptualize the GCC’s role in the socio-political, religious, and cultural life of the Second Polish Republic.
Methodology. This study employs an interdisciplinary approach that integrates methods of historiographical analysis, discourse critique, and comparative research. Special emphasis is placed on the critical reading of academic works by Polish historians and theologians, particularly in the fields of religious history, legal studies, and the sociology of religion. The evaluation follows the principles of scholarly objectivity, academic integrity, and contextual interpretation.
Research objectives of the article:
1. To identify the key themes around which the contemporary Polish scholarly discourse on the GCC in the interwar period is formed.
2. To analyze major works by Polish scholars (notably S. Stępień, M. Strutyński, J. Karbarz-Wilińska, among others) in order to outline interpretive approaches to the activities of the Greek Catholic clergy.
3. To determine which issues remain under-researched in Polish historiography regarding the GCC and to highlight potential avenues for future academic inquiry within the context of Polish-Ukrainian scholarly dialogue.
Presentation of the main research material. In S. Stępień’s works, significant attention is devoted to the analysis of the organizational-territorial structure of the Greek-Catholic Church within the Przemyśl diocese between 1918 and 1939. In “Organization and Territorial Structure of the Greek Catholic Diocese of Przemyśl in the Years 1918–1939” [10], he investigates in detail the deaneries and parishes, the subordination of the clergy, the roles of deans and canonical chapters, including their authority in establishing new parishes and administrative oversight. The author explains how Church structure was deliberately employed to facilitate effective interaction with state institutions, particularly through the dual role of deans as state officials handling functions such as school oversight.
In his publication“In Search of Liturgical Identity: Byzantinization versus Occidentalization of the Greek Catholic Church in the Interwar Period”  [11], Stępień examines the liturgical identity of Greek-Catholics, exploring the tension between “Byzantinization” (emphasizing Eastern spiritual heritage) and “Occidentalization” (adopting Latin forms) – a dynamic that influenced ecclesiastical architecture, liturgical practice, and clerical self-conception. This balance between identities shaped the Church’s administrative and cultural strategies, aimed at preserving tradition while adapting to evolving social conditions.
These studies provide a foundational basis for current historiography, as Stępień demonstrates how the Church’s territorial organization and ritual praxis were tightly interwoven with its socio-political functions. His detailed focus on administrative structures clarifies how the Church managed clerical appointments, sustained relations with state authorities, and cultivated ecclesial identity through a creative interaction between social and religious spheres [12].
Maciej Strutyński’s scholarship significantly enhances Polish historiography by illuminating the ideological orientations and socio-political engagement of the Greek-Catholic clergy in interwar Poland. He examines how diocesan hierarchs leveraged their positions to shape Ukrainian national consciousness – positioning themselves as moral “people’s shepherds” and advocating for their confessional community’s interests. Strutyński pays particular attention to the Church’s role as a mediator between religious and national identity, its responses to state policies, and its broader societal participation. These insights make his work an invaluable resource for understanding the GCC part in nation-building processes.
Strutyński methodically explores internal ecclesial tensions – debates over liturgical practice, celibacy, and the integration of Eastern and Western traditions – and scrutinizes clerical interventions in the public sphere. His detailed analysis of Greek-Catholic hierarchs – examining their public statements, assessments of political regimes, social advocacy, and representation of national interests – reveals the Church’s dual function as both spiritual institution and civic actor. In doing so, he demonstrates how the GCC bolstered its social legitimacy during the interwar years.
Overall, Strutyński presents a comprehensive framework of the GCC’s socio-political ideology, positioning his work as a critical reference point for studies of ecclesial involvement in national and social transformations during the interwar period [13].
Anna Krochmal’s monograph offers a nuanced legal-historical examination of relations between Latin-rite and Greek-Catholic clergy in the Przemyśl diocese (1918–1939) [4], challenging simplistic narratives of interconfessional rivalry. Drawing extensively on archival sources from the Przemyśl diocesan archives – where Krochmal has conducted long-term scholarly work – the study reconstructs administrative interactions, pastoral cooperation, and jurisdictional conflicts, situating clerical dynamics within broader state-church frameworks . This focus provides essential context for understanding how interrite relations shaped the ecclesiastical environment in Eastern Halychyna during the interwar period.
By highlighting both antagonism and collaboration, Krochmal demonstrates that while tension existed – often fuelled by nationalist pressures and divergent ecclesiastical allegiances – pragmatic cooperation prevailed at local and diocesan levels. Her work underscores the importance of episcopal mediation, legal instruments, and shared pastoral goals in maintaining ecclesial coexistence. For a study of the Greek-Catholic clergy’s role in postwar parish infrastructure restoration, this analysis is invaluable: it illuminates the ways in which interrite relationships influenced clergy mobilization, institutional support, and access to resources that could be essential in rebuilding efforts. Incorporating Krochmal’s insights will strengthen the historiographical framework by exposing how confessional interplay conditioned the practical capacities of Greek‑Catholic priests in reconstruction processes.
Joanna Ważniewska’s article offers a comprehensive examination of the institutional framework of the GCC in interwar Poland. Drawing on archival records, she maps the hierarchical structure – comprising the three Galician dioceses (Lviv, Stanislaviv/Ivano-Frankivsk, Przemyśl) – and analyzes diocesan and parish-level administrative bodies, including episcopal curiae, parish councils, and religious orders. Ważniewska illuminates how this institutional scaffolding supported both ecclesiastical governance and the Church’s pastoral mission, particularly amid political pressures and evolving national identities. Her work is particularly valuable for its detailed institutional lens, which complements narrative histories focused on individual actors or broader socio-political trends.
However, the analysis remains largely descriptive, leaving interpretive questions open. While Ważniewska maps what the organizational structure looked like, she does not fully explain how it functioned in day-to-day parish life or mediated the Church’s responses to state policies and societal needs. Moreover, the article could delve deeper into the interaction between ecclesial structures and lay communities – particularly how parish councils managed local reconstruction efforts or how episcopal oversight shaped these activities. Thus, while Ważniewska provides an invaluable institutional cartography, further research might build on her findings to explore the dynamics and agency embedded within these structures [15].
J. Moskałyk’s study persuasively navigates the complex interplay between ecclesial leadership and national identity in interwar Halychyna. He situates Metropolitan Sheptytsky within the turbulent historical and religious context of the time, emphasizing the ecclesiastical and spiritual strategies deployed to reinforce Greek-Catholic organizational structures and liturgical traditions. Rather than merely cataloging Sheptytsky’s achievements, Moskałyk illuminates his responsiveness to epochal challenges – such as revival of the Eastern rite, fostering interconfessional cooperation, and institutional renewal– underscoring the Metropolitan's proactive engagement with both his clerical peers and the laity. Moskałyk notably highlights Sheptytsky’s synthesis of personal authenticity with institutional innovation. The article argues that the Metropolitan's leadership was characterized by a delicate balancing act: preserving national-religious traditions of Ukrainian Greek-Catholicism while fostering openness to broader Christian ecumenism. Through meticulous archival and contextual analysis, Moskałyk reveals Sheptytsky’s efforts not only in structural organization but also in spiritual formation – thus illuminating how an ecclesiastical leader could serve as both guardian of religious identity and catalyst of cultural cohesion during a critical period in Ukrainian history [7].
The article by Paulina Byzdra-Kusz provides a detailed analysis of the Soviet propaganda strategy aimed at discrediting Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky within the literary space of the Ukrainian SSR. The author identifies key rhetorical elements employed by Soviet publicists– particularly Yaroslav Halan, Volodymyr Belyaiev, Klym Dmytruk, and Serhiy Danylenko– to construct the image of an ideological enemy associated with anti-Soviet values, collaborationism, and hostile foreign powers. The value of this study lies not only in documenting the mechanisms of the Soviet intellectual war against the Greek Catholic Church but also in demonstrating how propaganda functioned to marginalize national and spiritual identity, personified in the figure of Sheptytsky. This publication is significant for contemporary historiography, as it enables scholars to trace the political tools of the USSR’s anti-Church campaign and its long-lasting influence on the public perception of Sheptytsky both in the Soviet and post-Soviet contexts. Such an approach provides a deeper understanding of the information war against the Church as a form of spiritual resistance [1].
Adam Kubasik’s monograph offers a comprehensive reconstruction of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky’s political ecclesiology, highlighting his vision of the Greek Catholic Church as a foundational institution in the development of Ukrainian statehood. The author demonstrates that for Sheptytsky, the Church was not only a religious structure but also a vital integrating factor of the national movement, capable of mobilizing the Ukrainian community during periods of political turbulence. Kubasik argues that Sheptytsky did not limit himself to a purely pastoral role – he deliberately supported the institutionalization of the Greek Catholic hierarchy and the establishment of Church bodies able to function independently of state control, positioning the Church as a cornerstone of Ukrainian sovereignty.
Particularly valuable is the critical assessment of the evolution of Sheptytsky’s approach: Kubasik emphasizes that during the years 1918–1939, Sheptytsky's activities often acquired a political dimension, blurring the line between pastoral ministry and the shaping of national policy. This is evidenced in texts concerning his stance on Polish-Ukrainian relations, illustrating that the metropolitan actively engaged in the socio-political sphere – a position that drew criticism from Polish political and state actors, yet also facilitated the consolidation of Ukrainian identity. The monograph offers a compelling conceptual framework: Sheptytsky’s ecclesiology as political thought – a key to understanding the role of the Church in the sociopolitical processes of the interwar period [6].
The M. Ryba’s article offers a nuanced examination of Hryhoriy Khomyshyn’s ecclesial and political role during the interwar period. Ryba positions Khomyshyn as a pivotal figure advocating for Polish-Ukrainian reconciliation, distinguishing him from contemporaries who favored more extreme nationalist stances. Through detailed archival research and analysis of the bishop’s writings, Ryba illustrates Khomyshyn’s efforts to embed Christian ethics into the socio-political fabric of Ukrainian public life: he actively denounced militant nationalism, sought dialogue with Polish authorities, and attempted to build bridges between communities.
Moreover, Ryba contextualizes Khomyshyn’s stance within both Church and state frameworks. The bishop’s alignment with Rome and his denunciation of "pagan" nationalist currents marked him as a distinguished mediator – respected by Polish officials as a statesman of moral authority . However, this moderate approach also attracted criticism: Khomyshyn was denounced by radical elements within the Ukrainian nationalist movement, and his death under NKVD detention reflects both the ideological divides of the era and the repressive measures against ecclesial opponents. Thus, Ryba’s study significantly enriches our understanding of the religious‐political dynamics in Eastern Halychyna and highlights Khomyshyn’s rechristening of Greek-Catholic leadership as agents of interethnic conciliation [8].
In his scholarly article, Mieczysław Ryba examines the response of the GCC in Eastern Halychyna to the Holodomor of 1932–1933. He highlights the clear and unequivocal stance taken by Greek Catholic hierarchs such as Andrey Sheptytsky and Hryhoriy Khomyshyn, who condemned the Soviet food policies that led to mass starvation. As the author notes, this position resonated significantly and was positively received by Polish political circles that distanced themselves from communism. At the same time, although the Church expressed solidarity with the suffering Ukrainian population, Ryba argues that a true church–state understanding in interwar Poland was never achieved – political tensions persisted despite the efforts of certain figures.
The author applies a methodology focused on the analysis of ecclesiastical and periodical press sources, letters, and public statements made by Church leaders, especially those addressing the Holodomor. Central to the study is the Church’s socio-political mission: its attempt to act not only as a moral voice but also as a moral support for the nation during a time of crisis. Ryba also explores the Church's interactions with Polish government officials, emphasizing that even amid a sharp ideological conflict, the Church strove for interethnic dialogue and political neutrality, while maintaining a strong sense of national solidarity [9].
Joanna Karbarz-Wilińska's article offers an incisive examination of Bishop Hryhoriy  Khomyshyn's vision for inter-rite reconciliation in the Second Polish Republic. Through meticulous analysis of his theological writings and pastoral correspondence, Karbarz-Wilińska highlights how Khomyshyn, mindful of wartime atrocities and ethnic hostilities, advocated a “positivist” approach rooted in faith-based cooperation rather than national discord. He considered the Greek-Catholic clergy instrumental in fostering mutual trust between Greek- and Roman-rite Catholics, seeing ecclesial unity as a bulwark against radical nationalism.
The strength of Karbarz-Wilińska’s work lies in contextualizing Khomyshyn within broader Polish-Ukrainian relations, illustrating how his ecclesiological pragmatism served wider social reconciliation. By foregrounding his efforts to mediate tensions through shared religious practice and moral leadership, the study illuminates a nuanced strategy aimed at consolidating both Catholic unity and Ukrainian communal resilience. However, the article could benefit from deeper engagement with contemporaneous criticisms of Khomyshyn – especially from more nationalist Greek-Catholic factions– to more fully capture intra‑confessional debates and tensions of the era [2].
In his article, Kubasik analyzes the theological priorities of Bishop Hryhoriy Khomyshyn, focusing on three central concepts: faith, the Church, and the Kingdom of God. The author explores how these categories were rooted in the worldview and pastoral practice of the bishop of the Stanislaviv Eparchy. Particular attention is given to Khomyshyn’s effort to combine spiritual ministry with active engagement in the moral and social life of the Ukrainian community in interwar Poland. Through the lens of Christian faith, Khomyshyn articulated social guidelines for the faithful, assigning the Church a role not only as a salvific institution but also as a guide for divine order within society [5].
In his work, scholar Piotr Trojański provides a comprehensive analysis of the GCC as one of the key agents in shaping the national identity of the Ukrainian population in the Second Polish Republic. He presents the Church not merely as a religious institution, but as a crucial component of socio-political and cultural life that resisted assimilationist policies pursued by the Polish state. Special focus is placed on the pastoral, educational, and enlightenment activities of the clergy, particularly the priests' involvement in shaping the ideological outlook of Ukrainian communities. Trojański’s study stands out as one of the few attempts in Polish historiography to portray the Greek Catholic clergy as an active participant in nation-building processes in interwar Poland [14].
Józef Koredczuk's research examines the legal framework governing the relationship between the Polish state and the Greek Catholic Church during the interwar period. The author meticulously analyzes the provisions of the 1921 and 1935 Constitutions, as well as the 1925 Concordat, with a focus on mechanisms of state oversight – from clergy immunity from prosecution and taxes to the government’s right to oppose priestly appointments (Articles 19–20). He highlights legal contradictions, especially the Church’s status as the “first among equals” among religious confessions, which enhanced its autonomy but provoked opposition from the state due to the prevailing national-political tensions of the time. Koredczuk further emphasizes that while the state formally had the right to block clerical appointments, in practice its tools were limited – strategies such as assigning administrators or transferring priests allowed the Church to avoid direct confrontation. The author concludes that legal constraints represented only part of the actual dynamic between Church and state, in which the Greek Catholic episcopate held a stronger position due to its institutional hierarchy and the support of civil society. Thus, the study serves as a valuable historical and legal resource for understanding Church-state relations in interwar Poland, particularly the distribution of power between institutions [3].
Conclusions and prospects for further research. An analysis of contemporary Polish historiography reveals that the issue of the functioning of the GCC in interwar Poland occupies a notable place in academic discourse, yet is frequently examined through the lens of Polish-Ukrainian interconfessional and interethnic relations. Studies by Polish scholars – such as M. Strutyński, A. Krochmal, and J. Karbarz-Wilińska – demonstrate considerable attention to themes including the role of the GCC in shaping Ukrainian national identity, the state’s attitude toward ecclesiastical structures, interconfessional dialogue, and the cultural-religious policies of the Second Polish Republic.
Despite their valuable contributions, Polish historiography often leans toward interpretations framed primarily by national or confessional perspectives, which limits the depth of analysis concerning the internal dynamics of GCC development. Insufficient attention has been paid to the Church’s economic activities, the social role of parish clergy, and the mechanisms of Greek Catholic community self-organization under political and administrative pressure. Thus, studying Polish approaches to this subject opens promising avenues for comparative analysis and the advancement of Ukrainian-Polish academic dialogue in the field of confessional history in Central and Eastern Europe.
Further scholarly exploration of the GCC in the interwar period holds significant potential for expanding interdisciplinary and comparative research. Particularly promising is the investigation of local parish histories, the functioning of eparchial structures under administrative pressure from Polish authorities, and the Church’s involvement in the development of educational and cooperative networks. Comparative studies between Roman Catholic and Greek Catholic clergy regarding their social status, economic conditions, and political loyalties remain highly relevant. Additionally, the inventory and scholarly integration of Polish archival sources on the GCC into Ukrainian academic circulation, as well as the study of shifts in Polish historiographical narratives in the post-communist context, represent important areas for future research.
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