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Abstract. The study examines the educational, youth, and cultural life of
Berehove between 1938 and 1944, focusing on the institutional framework of
education, the activities of youth organizations, and the functioning of cultural
institutions during a period marked by political transformation and wartime
conditions. Through the example of Berehove, the administrative center of Bereg
County, the paper highlights how local society adapted to the challenges arising
from the reintegration of Transcarpathia into Hungary and the circumstances of the

Second World War
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Purpose. The purpose of the study is to provide a comprehensive analysis of
the educational, youth, and cultural life of Berehove between 1938 and 1944.
Particular attention is devoted to the operation of educational institutions, the role
of youth organizations in shaping social and patriotic values, and the characteristics
of the citys cultural life. The research seeks to identify the principal challenges
affecting these sectors and to assess the responses of local authorities and
institutions to changing political and social conditions.

Methods. The research is based primarily on archival sources preserved in
the Berehove Branch of the State Archives of Transcarpathian Region, supplemented
by contemporary press materials, statistical data, official reports, and relevant
secondary literature. The study applies historical and comparative methods,
enabling the reconstruction of institutional practices and the examination of
educational, youth, and cultural activities within their broader social and political
context.

Results. The findings demonstrate that despite significant infrastructural
shortcomings, financial constraints, and social difficulties, Berehove maintained a
relatively diverse educational and cultural network during the examined period.
Local authorities attempted to address problems related to school overcrowding and
low attendance, while state-supported social programs contributed to improving
access to education. Youth organizations, particularly the Scout and Levente
movements, played an important role in the patriotic, physical, and moral education
of young people, while also participating in social and charitable activities. Cultural
life remained vibrant despite wartime restrictions. Institutions such as the Bereg
County Casino, the Transcarpathian Hungarian Cultural Association, and the
Northeastern Hungarian Cultural Association organized numerous events, while

cinema and theatre continued to attract local audiences. At the same time, wartime
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conditions increasingly influenced both educational and cultural activities,
especially during the final years of the conflict.

Conclusions. The study concludes that the educational, youth, and cultural
life of Berehove between 1938 and 1944 was shaped by the interaction of political
change, administrative restructuring, and wartime realities. Although institutional
development was constrained by material and social difficulties, local authorities
and civic organizations made considerable efforts to maintain educational services,
strengthen youth engagement, and preserve cultural life. The case of Berehove
illustrates both the resilience of local institutions and the broader social
transformations that characterized Transcarpathia during this period.

Keywords: Berehove, education, youth organizations, cultural life,

Transcarpathia, Second World War, social history, urban history.
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Anomauia. Y cmammi 00Cnioxncyemovcs 0C8IMHE, MON0OINCHE MA KYJIbMypHe
acumms  micma bepecosa 6 1938—1944 poxax, 3 ocobausoro ysazow 00
@DYHKYIOHYBAHHS OCBIMHIX YCMAHO08, OISIbHOCMI MONOOINCHUX Op2aHizayil ma
IHCmMumMyyitHux 3acao KyaivsmypHozo sxcumms. Ha npuxnadi aominicmpamusnoco
yeumpy bepeszvkoco Komimamy npoananizoeamo 6NAUE NOATMUYHUX  3MIH,
AOMIHICMpamusHux mpaucgopmayiv i 80€HHUX yMo8 [[pyeoi ceimoeoi 6iliHu Ha
NOBCAKOEHHE JHCUMMSL MICYEB8020 CYCNINbCMBA Ma OISLIbHICMb 1020 THCHMUMYYIU.

Mema. Memoto OocniodcenHss € KOMHIEKCHUU AHANI3  OCBIMHbO20,
MONOOIdHCHO20 ma KynbmypHo2o dcumms bepezosa 6 nepioo 1938—1944 pocxis.
Ocobnugy yeacy npuodineHo ymo8am QYHKYIOHYBAHHS OCBIMHIX 3aKAA0I8, poii
MOJLOOINHCHUX OP2aHI3ayill Y 8UX0BAHHI MA COYIANI3aYIi MONOOIL, @ MAKOHC OCHOBHUM
Xapakmepucmukam KyaibmypHo2o dcumms Mmicma. JlocniodcenHsi NOKIuKaue
3’acyeamu, AKUM YUHOM NONIMUYHI MA CYCRIIbHI 3MIHU 6NIUBANU HA PO3BUMOK 1
OISIbHICMb 3a3HAYEHUX cep.

Memoou. /icepenvHolo  0CHOB0I0  OOCNIONCEHHA CMAAU  OOKYMEHMU
bepeziscvkozo 6i00iny /lepocasnoco apxigy 3axapnamcevkoi obnacmi, 00ONOGHeHI
mamepianamu mo2o4acHoi npecu, CmamucmudHUMU OAHUMU, OQIYIUHUMU 36IMaMU
ma HAaykoeolo nimepamypoio. ¥ pobomi 3acmocoeano icmopuyHull, nopieHAIbHUL
ma 0xcepeno3Hasyuti mMemoou, wo O00360IULU PEKOHCMPYIO8AMU O0COONUBOCHI]
@DYHKYIOHYBAHHS OCBIMHIX, MONOOINCHUX 1 KYIbMYPHUX THCMUMYYIU V UUPULOMY
CYCRIIbHO-NOAIMUYHOMY KOHMEKCMII.

Pezynomamu. Pe3ynemamu 00CHiONCeHHsT 3AC8I0UYIOMb, WO BNPOO0BIHC
0ociodcysanoco nepiody bepecoso mano 6i0nocHo po3euneHy ma pi3HOMAHIMHY
mepedcy OCBIMHIX [ KYIbMYPHUX YCMAHO8, OOHAK IXHS OUSAIbHICMb CYMMEBO
VCKIAOHI08ANACA THHPACMPYKMYPHUMU HEOONIKAMU, (DIHAHCOBUMU MPYOHOULAMU
ma coyianvnumu npoonemamu. Micyesa énaoa Hamazanacs supiulyeamu NUMAaHHs

nepeno8HeHOCmi WKl ma HU3bKO20 pieHs 8I08I0Y6AHOCMI HABUANLHUX 3AKIA0I8,
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MO0 AK 0epiHCcaABHI COYIaNbHI NPOSPAMU CRPUSLIU 3ATY4YeHHI0O 00 HA8YAHHA dimell i3
manosabesnevenux cimei. Monooixcui opeanizayii, Hacamnepeo CKAymMCbKUti ma
JIe8eHMCLKULL PYXU, 810iepasanu 8axiciugy poib y NampiomuiHomy, Qi3uuHoOMy ma
MOPATLHOMY BUXOBAHHI MON00I, a4 MaKodxc Opanu ydacmv y 2poMaocbKil ma
onaeooitiniu disnvnocmi. Hezeaswcarouu Ha 8oenHi 00CmMagunu, KyI1bmMypHe HCUmms
micma 3anuwanocs akmusHum: bepeszvke xomimamcwke kaszuno, lliokapnamcoke
yeopcvke KynomypHe mosapucmeo ma Ilieniuno-Cxione yeopcbke KyabmypHO-
OCBIMHE MOBAPUCIBO PE2VIAPHO OP2aHi308Y8anu KYIbMYPHI 3aX00u, Mmool SK
KIHOmeamp i meampabHi 8UCMA8U NPOOOBIHCYBANU KOPUCTYBANUCS NONYIAPHICIIO
ceped HacenenHA. Boonouwac i3 noz2iubnenHAM B0EHHUX MO0l BIUCLKOBI ma
NONIMUYHI YUHHUKU 0e0ani CUNbHiue GNIUBANU HA (QYHKYIOHYBAHHA OCEIMHIX 1
KYTbMYPHUX THCIMUMYYILL.

Bucnoexku. Y oocniocxcenni 6cmanosieno, wo O0C8IMHE, MON00INCHEe ma
kynomypHe ocumms bepecosa 6 1938—1944 poxax ¢opmysanocs nio eniusom
NONIMUYHUX 3MIH, AOMIHICMPAMUBHUX Nepemeopensb I 8O€HHUX ymos. Illonpu
YUCleHHi mamepianbhi ma coyianvHi mMpyoHoOwi, Micyegi opeamu 61aou ma
2poMaochbKi opeanizayii 00KIA0anu 3HAYHUX 3YCUNL 0N NIOMPUMKU OCBIMHBLOL
OislbHOCMI, opeaHizayii Mono0i ma 30epedceHHsi KYIbMYypPHO20 HCUmms Micma.
Ilpuxknao bepecosa Oemoncmpye aoanmuHicmb MiCYe8020 CYCHIIbCMBA ma
8i000Opasicac wupuii cCoyioKyIbmypHi npoyecu, XxapaxkmepHi 015 3akapnamms 8 poKu
lpyaoi ceimoesoi sitinu.

Knmwuoei cnoea: bepecoge, oceima, monodixcHi opeawnizayii, KylbmypHe

acumms, 3akapnammsl, /[py2a ceimoea 8iuHa, coyiaibha icCmopis, icmopis micma.

Problem statement. The study of educational and cultural life in
Transcarpathian towns during the interwar and Second World War periods is

essential for understanding the region’s social and institutional transformations.

https://h-visnyk.com.ua/index.php/home/about ISSN: 3083-5712

VBech KOHTEHT JilieH30BaHO 3a ymoBamu Creative Commons BY 4.0 International license


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

al

Berehove, as the administrative center of Bereg County, exemplifies processes
through which political changes and wartime conditions shaped the functioning of
local society. At the same time, the complex examination of institutional functioning
at the local level, particularly in the fields of education, youth organizations, and
cultural life, remains incomplete. It is insufficiently explored how changing political
conditions influenced the everyday functioning of these sectors; therefore, their
investigation contributes to a deeper understanding of the social historical
characteristics of the period.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Several Hungarian and
international studies have addressed the history of education and culture in
Transcarpathia, primarily from institutional and educational policy perspectives. In
the analysis of educational conditions of the period, the work of Csilla Fedinec is
particularly noteworthy, as it examines the institutional framework of Hungarian
public education in Transcarpathia [1]. Regarding local conditions, the research of
Ibolya Szamborovszkyné Nagy provides important insights into the history of
Hungarian-language education in Berehove [2]. Certain aspects of the city’s social
history are discussed in a study published in the monograph of Berehove, which
addresses everyday life before and during the Second World War [3]. However, the
complex examination of local social and institutional functioning, especially at the
level of a specific town, in this case Berehove, remains incomplete. This is
particularly true for the functioning of educational infrastructure, the activities of
youth organizations, and the institutional framework of cultural life. Further research
is justified by the fact that the Berehove Branch of the State Archives of
Transcarpathian Region contains a significant amount of source material that has
only been partially explored, offering opportunities for a more nuanced

reconstruction of the period’s social history.
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The purpose of the article. The aim of the study is to provide a
comprehensive examination of the educational, youth, and cultural life of Berehove
between 1938 and 1944, with particular attention to the conditions of institutional
operation, the role of youth organizations, and the characteristics of the city’s
cultural life.

Presentation of the main material. According to the 1941 census, 9.7%
(1,706 persons) of Berehove’s population was illiterate, which, compared to other
Transcarpathian towns —Mukachevo 9.3%, Uzhhorod 10.1% — and to the conditions
in Bereg County (10.5%), can be considered «average».

Several educational institutions operated in Berehove during the period. The
state institutions included elementary schools for boys and girls, civic schools for
boys and girls, an industrial and commercial apprentice school, and a grammar
school [1, P. 15, 19]. Denominational schools included the Roman Catholic
elementary school, the Roman Catholic convent girls’ elementary school, the Greek
Catholic elementary school, and the Jewish elementary school [2, P. 26-28].
However, infrastructural deficiencies significantly affected education, as there were
not enough classrooms: «In Berehove there are only 22 classrooms (12 state, 3
Roman Catholic, 1 Greek Catholic, 2 Jewish schools and 4 in the convent), while
the number of classes, also heavily populated, is 46» [3, P. 26-28]. For example,
students of the civic school used classrooms in shifts: girls studied in the morning,
while boys attended classes in the afternoon. Originally, only the girls’ civic school
had its own building, so the boys’ school was relocated there as a temporary solution.
This situation particularly affected boys’ education, since the curriculum could not
be fully delivered due to time constraints. The city council turned to the Ministry of
Religion and Public Education to obtain funds for constructing a new building, as

the city could not finance it independently [4, P. 1-3].
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However, the construction did not take place, and the city was even obliged
to fully assume the costs of the boys’ civic school. Despite the difficulties, a new
school was opened in 1942. The establishment of the commercial secondary school
fit into the city leadership’s concept of creating a new merchant or artisan class from
landless and lower social strata. Another recurring problem was that parents simply
did not enroll their children in school. In the 1941/42 academic year, 1,649 boys and
1,655 girls were of compulsory school age, but only about 1,200 were enrolled in
educational institutions. Parents were informed about the compulsory schooling
obligation through posters, the press, and public announcements by the mayor.
Although parents eventually complied after official warnings, this often required the
threat of legal proceedings. The background of absenteeism usually involved social
difficulties, especially during winter when parents could not adequately clothe their
children. Clothing and footwear assistance financed from the budget of the National
Fund for Family and Population Protection aimed to alleviate these problems [5, P.
226-234].

One of the main pillars of rural extracurricular education was the folk high
school movement. Within these frameworks — during courses lasting several weeks
or months — the aim was to improve both general and professional education among
the rural population while training socially conscious and professionally prepared
rural leaders. During the 1930s, Protestant and Catholic youth organizations
increasingly participated in organizing such courses, including Soli Deo Gloria, the
Christian Youth Association, and the National Body of Catholic Agrarian Youth
Associations [6, P. 116]. In Berehove, the first folk high school was organized in
1942 with the participation of the Christian Youth Association. Funding was
provided partly by the county, the cities of Berehove and Mukachevo, the National
Fund for Family and Population Protection, and Latorca Ltd. The courses lasted two

months and hosted 20 young people from villages of Bereg County. However, the
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initiative was not institutionalized, and another folk high school was organized only
in 1944, when Berehove hosted a four-week national defense training organized by
the Northeastern Hungarian Cultural Association. This course was larger in scale,
attracting participants not only from Bereg but also from Ung, Ugocsa, and
Maramaros counties [7, P. 1].

Considerable emphasis was placed on the patriotic, physical, and moral
education of youth both within and outside schools. These tasks were fulfilled by the
scout and Levente movements. The scout movement in Berehove began during the
Austro-Hungarian period but developed institutionally during the Czechoslovak era.
The local movement was based in the grammar school, where three scout troops
operated: the «Bagoly» boys’ troop, the «Havasigyopar» girls’ troop, and the Jewish
mixed troop Kadimabh [8, P. 168]. After the First Vienna Award, local troops joined
the Hungarian Scout Association, adopting the names 170th «Esze Tamas» for boys
and 220th «Hungaria» for girls. The scouts carried out extensive activities in the
city; when necessary, they assisted Polish refugees and regularly participated in air
defense exercises. During the war years, they organized collections for the military
hospital established by the Red Cross in Berehove, sent packages to the front, cared
for wounded soldiers, and performed observation duties at the hilltop lookout tower
and the balcony tower of the Catholic church [9, P. 82].

The Levente movement was a specifically Hungarian institution created as a
consequence of the Treaty of Trianon, which prohibited Hungary from maintaining
a conscription-based army; thus the Levente institution functioned as a form of basic
military training. According to the 1921 Physical Education Act, all boys aged 12 to
21 were obliged to participate in Levente training, which included weekend physical
exercises, marching drills, and basic weapons training [10, P. 104115, 104-108].
After the territorial revision, the institution was extended to the returned territories.

In Berehove, the organization of the Levente movement began in April 1939, but not
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without difficulties, partly due to infrastructural problems and partly due to
resistance from both parents and youth [11, P. 10].

Youth passivity manifested itself in the fact that many failed to attend medical
examinations. Only after Mayor Kalman Hubay threatened legal proceedings against
those who refused to participate did attendance improve. After some
«encouragement,» the press enthusiastically reported on the establishment of the
Levente Association: «The Berehove Leventes, numbering well over two thousand,
appeared before the general public last Sunday and marched with shining eyes and
chests outstretched before their commanders. A more colorful and warm celebration
we have rarely, if ever, seen than this Levente review» [12, P. 4].

Organizations that withdrew from the reannexed territories, as well as
associations incompatible with Hungarian national policy, had their property
transferred to newly established institutions. The Berehove Levente Association, for
example, received the movable and immovable property of the Pro Libertate
Masonic lodge and the former Sokol association, thereby solving infrastructural
problems [13, P. 3]. In 1940 three Levente homes were established — Rakdczi,
Kossuth, and Esze Tamas — although an independent headquarters was obtained only
in 1944. Other investments also took place, such as the establishment of a shooting
range consisting of 12 firing positions. The honorary president of the association
was originally Member of Parliament Jend Ortutay, while practical matters were
directed by Karoly Krokovay as executive vice president (later president). According
to some sources the institution united about 2,000 Leventes, although archival
sources suggest the number of regular members was between 100 and 200 [14, P.
48].

In addition to physical and military education, the institution provided a wide
range of opportunities through various sections (cultural, amateur theatre, singing,

music, sports). Cultural events organized by Leventes were frequent, including
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theatrical performances and concerts. Sports activities were also regular, and
Berehove youth achieved outstanding success in the 1943 Levente football
championship. The grammar school team, led by Gyorgy Deak, won the VIII Corps
championship and advanced to the national finals. They defeated Carei (Nagykaroly)
6:1, then overcame Sahy (Ipolysag) 3:0 despite expectations, reaching the
semifinals. Although they lost the semifinal 5:1 to Szombathely, the Berehove team
ultimately finished third nationally [5, P. 226-234].

The center of cultural and social life in Berehove — as during the dualist and
Czechoslovak periods — was the Bereg County Casino. It remained the venue of both
formal and informal gatherings where the county and city elite discussed public
matters. Numerous events were held there, including balls, tea afternoons, and
thematic evenings. Membership exceeded 200 people in 1940, and the casino
gradually opened toward broader social groups [15, P. 5].

Among cultural associations, the Transcarpathian Hungarian Cultural
Association and the Northeastern Hungarian Cultural Association were particularly
significant. The latter moved its headquarters from Uzhhorod to Berehove in 1943
and organized several major cultural events featuring prominent artists, including
Gyorgy Bozodi, Kornélia Sallay, Erzsébet Torok, and Dezs6 Zador. The local branch
also organized a national policy evening to support war orphans, featuring the
Baumgarten Prize-winning poet Jozsef Erdélyi [16, P. 7].

Cinema enjoyed great popularity. The Berehove Cinema regularly screened
films, often multiple screenings on Sundays. Before Hungary entered the war,
foreign films also appeared in the repertoire; for example, the film adaptation of
Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion was shown in January 1940. Hungarian film stars such
as Pal Javor, Antal Pager, Gyula Csortos, Zita Szeleczky, and Katalin Karady
frequently appeared on screen. Theatre faced greater challenges due to the lack of a
permanent company and suitable venue [17, P. 4]. Traveling troupes visited the city,
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but audience interest varied. Another factor hindering theatre life was the lack of an
independent building. While Uzhhorod and Mukachevo maintained permanent
theatres, Berehove productions often had to share facilities. Despite these
difficulties, theatre life revived somewhat by 1943: «Despite the shared building, the
city’s art-loving audience fills the theatre hall to capacity night after night» [19, P.
7].

A major role in organizing theatre life was played by P4l Homokay, director
of the National Chamber Theatre, who obtained the concession for the northeastern
theatre district and also managed the Uzhhorod Municipal Theatre. His troupe
achieved success in all three cities and donated part of its revenue, gaining public
support. In Berehove in May 1943 three productions were presented: For One Night
Only, Old Walnut Tree, and Nippon Rose. Despite wartime conditions and air raids,
performances continued even in April 1944: «While the play unfolds on the brightly
lit stage, jokes crack and songs soar, from the road below the windows the rumble
of passing convoys can be heard — armored vehicles and troop transports moving
toward the Carpathians, across the Carpathians, Hungarian and German troops
marchingy» [20, P. 2].

Conclusions. The study has demonstrated that between 1938 and 1944 the
educational, youth, and cultural life of Berehove developed under the combined
influence of political transformation, administrative restructuring, and wartime
conditions. Despite the existence of a relatively diverse institutional network, the
effectiveness of education was significantly limited by infrastructural deficiencies,
financial constraints, and social problems affecting school attendance. At the same
time, initiatives such as the establishment of new educational institutions and folk
high school courses indicate the efforts of local authorities and organizations to

modernize education and support social mobility.
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