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Abstract. The purpose of the research paper is to highlight the evolution of
European Medieval and Early Modern history studies at Ukrainian universities
within the broader framework of decolonial rethinking in the humanities.
Historically, Ukrainian scholarship has been shaped by imperial and Soviet
paradigms that limited academic discourse and reinforced ideological constraints.
The study of Europe’s Medieval and Early Modern periods has played a crucial role
in forming the academic culture of Ukrainian higher education, shaping political
legitimacy, cultural norms, and identity narratives. Given the ongoing full-scale war

in Ukraine, questions of historical legacy, cultural autonomy, and identity have
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gained heightened public and political significance, adding urgency to reexamining
this field.

The scientific novelty lies in the exploration of different perspectives and
versions in an attempt to reexamine academic traditions surrounding the study of
Medieval and Early Modern European history at leading Ukrainian universities,
including Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, Ivan Franko National
University of Lviv, V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University, I. I. Mechnikov Odesa
National University, and Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University. These
institutions were selected for their historical continuity, existence of specialized
history departments, academic presence through dissertations and publications, and
regional diversity, allowing for an examination of varied intellectual traditions
across Ukraine.

The study of European Medieval and Early Modern history at Ukrainian
universities has undergone a dynamic transformation, reflecting broader political,
intellectual, and institutional shifts over time. From its early stages under imperial
and Soviet influences — when research was often constrained by ideological
frameworks — to the post-independence era marked by academic renewal and
increasing international integration, the field has progressively embraced
methodological pluralism and interdisciplinary collaboration. In recent decades,
Ukrainian scholars have expanded their thematic focus, adopted new theoretical
approaches, and contributed more actively to global historiographical debates.
Despite ongoing challenges, including limited funding and the consequences of war,
the resilience and adaptability of Ukrainian historical scholarship offer strong
potential for further development. Strengthening academic networks, enhancing
digital and archival access, and fostering multilingual competencies will be key to
ensuring the continued evolution and global relevance of Medieval and Early
Modern studies in Ukraine. Despite the availability of dissertations and academic

articles, the evolution of this research field remains underexplored and
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unsystematized. Institutional studies focusing on academic lineages and thematic
developments are largely absent.

Since Ukraine s independence in the 1990s, there has been a significant shift
toward Western academic paradigms, diversification of research topics, and critical
reassessment of imperial legacies. Collaborative international programs have
further supported this transformation, fostering a more pluralistic and reflective
scholarly environment.

By reconstructing the academic history and current state of Medieval and
Early Modern European history research in Ukraine, this article contributes to
understanding the regional specificities, intellectual influences, and the potential for
decolonial rethinking of historical knowledge in Ukrainian academia.

Keywords: European Medieval history, Early Modern history, academic
tradition, decolonial humanities, historiography, postcolonial studies, historical

identity, academic lineages.
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Anomauia. Memoio yiei Haykosoi cmammi € BUCBIMIEHHA e80N0YIl
00CIOJHCEHb ICMOPIL €BPONECHKO20 CePeOHbOBIUYL MA PAHHBLO2O HOB020 4acCy 8
VKPAIHCObKUX — YHIGepcumemax y — WUPUIOMY  KOHMEKCMi  0eKOJIOHIANIbHO20
nepeoCMUCieHHs 2yManimapucmuku. Ilcmopuuno ykpaincoka nayka gopmyeanacs
nio 8NIUBOM IMNEPCLKUX | PAOSHCLKUX NAPAOUSM, W0 00MeNCY8alu aKaoemiyHuil
OUCKYpc [ niocuntosanu i0eonociuni Hacmanogu. Busuenus cepednvbogiunoi ma
paHHboMoOepHoi  icmopii €eponu 8idiepasano Kuoyo8y poiv Y HopMy8aHHi
aKaoemiuHoi Kynibmypu YKpaiHcbKoi 8uwjoi oceimu, y KOHCMPYIOBAHHI NOAIMUYHOL
JecimumMHocmi, KyIbmypHUX HOpM ma Hapamusié ioeHmuyHocmi. B ymoeax
NOBHOMACUMAOHOI GillHU 8 YKpaini numanusa iCmopudHoi CRAOWUHU, KYIbMYPHOIL
aemoHoMii ma idenmudHocmi HabYIU NiOBUUEHO20 CYCRIIbHO2O U NOAIMUYHO20
3HAYEHH5, W0 3YMOBIIOE AKMYANbHICIb NePeoCMUCIeHHS OAHOT cihepu 00CTIOHCEHD.

Hayxosa nosusna pobomu nonsaeac y cnpo6i npoananizysamu pisHi nioxoou t
gepcii akademiuHux mpaouyiti GUBYEHHs ICMOpIi CepeOHbOBIUYs Mdad PAHHLO2O
H08020 yacy €sponu 6 NposiOHUX YKpaiHcbKux yHigepcumemax — Kuiscbkomy
HayionanoHomy  yHigepcumemi  imeni  Tapaca  [llesuenxa,  Jlvsigcbkomy
HayioHanbHoMy YHieepcumemi imeni leana @panka, Xapxiecbkomy HAYIOHAIbHOMY
yuieepcumemi imeni B. H. Kapazina, Odecbkomy HayioHanvHoMy YHigepcumemi
imeni I. I. Meunukosa ma Yepniseyvkomy nayionanvrnomy ynieepcumemi imeni FOpis
@Deodvrosuua. Bubip yux ycmanos 3yMo81eHUl IXHbOW ICMOPUYHOIO MANICHIO,
HAABHICMIO CReYiani308anux Kageop icmopii, akademiyHo npucymHicmio y popmi
oucepmayiti i nyoniKayit, a Maxkoxdc peLioHANIbHUM POIMAIMMAM, U0 O0AE 3MO2Y
BUABUMU 8APIAMUBHICMb IHMENeKMYAIbHUX Mpaouyil 6 YKkpaini.

Busuenns esponeticokoi icmopii cepedHb08iuusi ma paHHb020 HOB020 YAC) 8
VKPAIHCObKUX — YHIGepcumemax  3a3Hano  OuHamiywoi  mpaucgopmayii, wo
gidobpadicac wupwii  NOAIMUYHI, [HMENeKMYyanioHi ma IHCMUMYYItHi 3MIHU
8npo006Ic uacy. Bio pamnnboco nepiody, noznauenoz2o 6NAUEOM IMNEPCLKUX |

PAOSIHCHKUX 10€0/102IUHUX PAMOK, 00 NOCMPAOSIHCbKO20 emany, O3HAMEHOB8AHO20
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aKA0emMiuHUM OHOBIEHHAM I 3pOCMAO40l0 MIDCHAPOOHOIO THmMe2payicio, Yysa 2any3o
noCmMyno6o BI0KpUBAEMbCA 00  MemoooN02iUH020 nApanizmy — ma
Midcoucyuniinapuoi cnienpayi. Ilpomscom ocmauuix Oecamunims VKPAiHCObKI
OOCTIOHUKU DPOZWUPUIYU MEMAMUYHULL CHeKmp, 3anpo8acuiiu HOGI meopemuyHi
nioxoou ma akmugHiuie 00IYYAOMbCsl 00 2100ANbHUX ICMOPIocpadhiyHUX OUCKYCIlL.
Ilonpu nasaeui suxiuku — 30Kkpema oomedicene QiHAHCy8aHHs ma HACTIOKU IUHU —
VKPAiHCbKa ICMOpUYHa HAYKA OeMOHCMPYE 3HAYHY CMIUKICMb [ 30amHICMb 00
aoanmayii, WO CMBOPIOE CHPUAMAUB] YMOBU ONi NOOANLULO2O PO3BUMKY.
Basicnueumu yunnuxamu nodanbuio2o nocmyny € 3MiyHeHHs aKademMiyHUux Mepedxc,
po3uiupentss 0ocmyny 00 YUuposux pecypcieé i apxigig, a mMakoxic pOo36UMOK
IHUWOMOBHOI KOMNEMEHMHOCMI.

13 momenmy 3000ymms Ykpainoro nezanexcnocmi y 1990-x pokax 6i06yscs
icmomHuil  nogopom 00 3aAXIOHUX AKAOEMIYHUX NaApaouem, po3uUpeHHs
MeMamuyHUx HAnpsmie OO0CHIONCeHb [ KpUmMuyHe NepeocMUCTIeHHs IMNepCbKoi
cnaowunu. MixchapoOHi npocpamu cnienpayi Cmanu BaAMdCIUBUM YUHHUKOM YIET
mpauncopmayii, cnpusirtouu  gopmysannro  Oilbw  NAOPATICMUYHO20 — MdA
pecqhriekcusHo20 aKkademiuHo2o cepedosuyda.

Pexoncmpyrowuu axademiuny icmopito ma CyYacHuti cmax OO0CTIONHCEHb
CepPeOHbOBIUHOI ma parHHboMoOepHoi icmopii €8ponu 6 Ykpaini, 0ocnioxcens
CHPUSLE KPAUWOMY PO3YMIHHIO Pe2lOHAIbHOL cneyuiky, iHmenekmyatbHux eNniusis i
nomeHnyiany OJsi OeKOJNOHIANbHO20 NEPeoOCMUCTEHHs [CMOPUYHO20 3HAHHA 8
VKPAIHCbKOMY AKa0emMiuHoM)y npOoCMmOpi.

Knwuosi cnoea: ecsponeiicoka cepeonbosiuna icmopis, icmopis paHHbO2Oo
HOB8020 yacy, akademiuHa mpaouyis, OeKOJIOHIAIbHA 2YMAHIMAPUCMUKA,
icmopiozpaghisa, nocmkonoHianbHi cmyoii, iICMOPUYHA 10eHMUYHICMb, AKAOEMIUH]

WKou.
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Problem Statement. Analysis of the academic tradition of studying European
Medieval and Early Modern history at Ukrainian universities is particularly
significant in the context of the decolonial rethinking of the humanities. For an
extended period, historical scholarship in Ukraine functioned within the confines of
imperial and Soviet paradigms, which dictated the boundaries of permissible
discourse. The study of the Middle Ages and the Early Modern period as components
of European historical experience plays a key role in shaping the academic culture
of Ukrainian higher education institutions. Through the reconstruction of European
history, scholars indirectly modeled modernity, legitimized political regimes,
cultural norms, and even identities. Therefore, the significance of this topic is not
limited to academic and scholarly domains but also encompasses a public and
political dimension — especially in the context of full-scale war, where questions of
identity, historical legacy, and cultural autonomy become particularly acute [1].

The main criteria for selecting universities for analysis include: Historical
continuity of academic tradition — each of these institutions has a longstanding
tradition in the humanities, which originated in either the imperial or Soviet period.
Existence of specialized departments — these universities have departments of World
History, Medieval or Early Modern History, or relevant academic schools. Presence
in the academic space — evidenced by dissertation defenses, published research
articles, participation in international programs, etc. Regional representation — the
selection includes institutions from various regions of Ukraine, which allows for an
exploration of regional academic diversity and the influence of different intellectual
traditions [2].

State of the Current Research: It must be emphasized that the issue of the
evolution of research on European Medieval and Early Modern history at Ukrainian
universities remains underexplored. Although dissertations, departmental profiles,

and articles in academic collections contain a considerable amount of relevant
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material, they remain unsystematized. Institutional studies (e.g., on departmental
academic lineages or thematic dynamics of scholarly schools) are virtually absent.

Particular attention should be paid to the work of Oleksandr Holovko,
«Historians-Medievalists of Contemporary Ukraine: A Reference Book» (2016,
updated in 2019), which compiles biographical and academic information on
medievalists working in Ukrainian research institutions [3]. While this resource does
not offer a historiographical analysis per se, it serves an important representative
function: it helps to map the geography of scholarly centers, the research priorities
of specific departments, and the academic schools that have taken shape within the
framework of Ukrainian medieval studies. Holovko’s reference book is a valuable
tool for reconstructing the current state of European Medieval history research at
Ukrainian universities and simultaneously underscores the absence of a systematic
reflection on the evolution of this field in a postcolonial context.

Identification of Previously Unresolved Aspects of the Overall Problem.
Despite substantial progress in examining the development of medieval and early
modern studies within Ukrainian academia, several critical aspects of this broader
problem remain insufficiently addressed. Previous scholarship has tended to
emphasize institutional history and individual contributions, while paying relatively
limited attention to the methodological shifts that shaped the discipline, the uneven
integration of Western European research paradigms, and the long-term effects of
political and ideological constraints on scholarly practices. In addition, the role of
archival accessibility, language training, and international academic mobility in
defining research trajectories has not been systematically explored. These
unresolved dimensions highlight the need for a more comprehensive and
methodologically grounded analysis of how Ukrainian universities have approached
the study of European Medieval and Early Modern history over time [4].

Formulation of the Article’s Objectives
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The primary objective of this article is to analyze the historical evolution,
methodological transformations, and institutional dynamics that have shaped the
study of European Medieval and Early Modern history at Ukrainian universities. The
article seeks to clarify how scholarly priorities, research practices, and academic
environments have changed over time in response to broader intellectual, political,
and international developments.

To achieve this aim, the study sets the following tasks:

1. To trace the main stages of the development of medieval and early modern
historical studies within Ukrainian higher education.

2. To examine the methodological approaches employed by Ukrainian scholars
and assess their alignment with broader European historiographical trends.

3. To identify unresolved or previously overlooked aspects of the discipline’s
evolution, including institutional constraints, ideological influences, and
access to archival resources.

Covering the core research findings. The Department of Art History at Taras
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv has a long-standing and dynamic tradition
of studying medieval art. This tradition was shaped by the academic legacies of
European art historical scholarship, particularly the German and French schools, but
it has undergone sig nificant methodological and thematic transformations over time
[5].

During the Soviet period, the study of medieval art was primarily focused on
stylistic and formal-historical analysis. Particular attention was given to the
architecture, sculpture, and monumental painting of Western Europe, with an
emphasis on stylistic evolution — from Early Christian and Romanesque to Gothic.
These analyses were framed within Marxist interpretations of the social context of
art development, which limited methodological diversity and thematic exploration.

Beginning in the 1990s, with shifts in the broader academic climate and

increased access to foreign literature, the department's approach to medieval art
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studies began to modernize. The geographical scope of research expanded, with
growing interest in Byzantium and the cultures of peripheral regions of medieval
Europe, including Ukraine.

Methodological innovations were equally significant: alongside stylistic
analysis, the curriculum incorporated iconographic, iconological, semiotic, and
reception-oriented approaches, as well as visual culture studies. Active exploration
of the role of art within sacred space, its interactions with texts, rituals, and political
ideologies of the time has been introduced [6].

Contemporary courses emphasize interdisciplinarity and the intersection of art
history with archaeology, theology, philosophy, and anthropology. Students engage
directly with primary sources, analyzing medieval images as complex cultural texts
and interpreting artistic representations in relation to the mentality of the epoch.

The department also supports research projects and student initiatives focused
on Ukrainian medieval visual culture — particularly monumental painting of Kyivan
Rus', manuscript illumination, and ecclesiastical architecture [7].

Thanks to these developments, the Department of Art History at Taras
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv has become a significant center for the
study of medieval art in Ukraine, combining classical academic training with
contemporary approaches in the humanities. It actively contributes to the scholarly
research and public dissemination of art history, with special emphasis on the
medieval period [8].

Among her Ukrainian-language works, special attention should be paid to the
article «Look, but Don't Touch: The ldeal of Female Dietary Conduct in the
Narratives and Imagery of the Late Middle Ages» (2020), where she employs gender
history approaches to analyze food discipline and the control of the female body in
late medieval culture. Another noteworthy study is «Erasmus of Rotterdam, ‘Secular
Banquet’ and the ‘Reformation’ of Feasting» (2021), which traces the connection

between feasting culture and the ideas of humanism [9].
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National University of «Kyiv-Mohyla Academy». Since the founding of the
Department of History at the National University of «Kyiv-Mohyla Academy», the
study of medieval history has held an important place in the academic curriculum,
though the approaches to its teaching and research have significantly evolved in line
with the development of historical scholarship, shifts in academic priorities, and
changing student demands [10].

In the early years of the department, emphasis was placed mainly on the
classical narratives of political history in medieval Europe, with particular attention
to the history of Western Europe, the formation of feudalism, the Crusades, and the
rise of states. The curriculum aimed to familiarize students with key events, figures,
and institutions of the medieval period [11].

Since the 2000s, under the influence of new methodological approaches —
especially in cultural and social history — the department has actively introduced
courses focused on everyday life, religious practices, and medieval perceptions of
the body, space, and time. There has been increased emphasis on interdisciplinary
analysis of sources, particularly through philosophical, anthropological, and literary
approaches.

One of the department’s key tools for academic communication is the
professional periodical «Magisterium. Series in History», which is included in
Ukraine’s list of professional academic journals. This collection publishes research
by faculty, graduate students, and undergraduates working on medieval and early
modern history. Of special importance are studies dedicated to the intellectual legacy
of Latin Christendom, the history of the Church, university education, chronicles,
and medieval conceptions of power, corporeality, and sacred space [12].

Summarizing her approaches, Tetiana Hryhorieva also authored a
fundamental textbook, «The History of Diplomacy from Antiquity to the End of the
18th Century (2015)», which demonstrates her deep knowledge of diplomatic

practices across various eras and contributes to the training of a new generation of
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researchers in this field. In addition, her numerous reviews and participation in
interdisciplinary collections testify to her active integration into the international
scholarly community and her ability to reflect on European diplomatic experience
within a broad cultural context [13].

I. I. Mechnikov Odesa National University (ONU). The profile of the
Department of Archaeology, Ethnology, and World History — established on
September 1, 2022, as a result of the merger of two departments within the Faculty
of History and Philosophy (the Department of Archaeology and Ethnology of
Ukraine and the Department of World History) — and the materials of the ONU
library, which provides access to dissertations and dissertation abstracts defended at
the university, allow for the analysis of the main research directions pursued by the
university’s scholars in the study of medieval and early modern history [14].

After defending his Candidate of Sciences dissertation in 2021 on the topic
«Richard 1l Plantagenet: Political Practices and the Concept of Ruley,
V. Chepizhenko established himself as a specialist in the history of late medieval
England. He interprets the political strategies of the monarchy through the lens of
contemporary approaches to the study of power, legitimacy, and cultural symbolism.
The researcher heads the Center for Classical and Medieval Studies. Chepizhenko
actively participates in professional development, having completed international
and national educational programs, including the course «Magic in the Middle Ages»
offered by the University of Barcelona. His personal profile and the department’s
profile indicate that he actively integrates European methodological approaches into
teaching and research while maintaining a strong focus on the local context and the
academic tradition of Odesa University [15].

Conclusions. The study of European Medieval and Early Modern history at
Ukrainian universities has undergone a dynamic transformation, reflecting broader
political, intellectual, and institutional shifts over time. From its early stages under

imperial and Soviet influences — when research was often constrained by ideological
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frameworks — to the post-independence era marked by academic renewal and
increasing international integration, the field has progressively embraced
methodological pluralism and interdisciplinary collaboration. In recent decades,
Ukrainian scholars have expanded their thematic focus, adopted new theoretical
approaches, and contributed more actively to global historiographical debates.
Despite ongoing challenges, including limited funding and the consequences of war,
the resilience and adaptability of Ukrainian historical scholarship offer strong
potential for further development. Strengthening academic networks, enhancing
digital and archival access, and fostering multilingual competencies will be key to
ensuring the continued evolution and global relevance of Medieval and Early
Modern studies in Ukraine. Despite the availability of dissertations and academic
articles, the evolution of this research field remains underexplored and
unsystematized. Institutional studies focusing on academic lineages and thematic
developments are largely absent.

Since Ukraine’s independence in the 1990s, there has been a significant shift
toward Western academic paradigms, diversification of research topics, and critical
reassessment of imperial legacies. Collaborative international programs have further
supported this transformation, fostering a more pluralistic and reflective scholarly
environment.

By reconstructing the academic history and current state of Medieval and
Early Modern European history research in Ukraine, this article contributes to
understanding the regional specificities, intellectual influences, and the potential for
decolonial rethinking of historical knowledge in Ukrainian academia.

In sum, the analysis of the academic tradition of medieval and early modern
history studies in Ukrainian universities reveals a deep historical continuity dating
back to the 19th—20th centuries. However, the current stage is characterized by a
gradual departure from ideological unification and a shift toward interdisciplinary,

microhistorical, and postcolonial approaches. The dominant trend moves from
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imperial dependency to academic autonomy, from ideological uniformity to
methodological pluralism, aiming to decolonize historical scholarship and rethink

European history from new perspectives.
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