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Abstract. This study aims to present the life and career of Istvan Berzeviczy
between 1893 and 1916. It describes his years as police chief, his political and
cultural activities, and his social connections. Special attention is paid to the
relationships he developed with the leading elite of the county, which influenced his
career and public role. Objective. This study seeks to explore the career of police
chief Istvan Berzeviczy and his ties to Ung County between 1893 and 1916, with
particular emphasis on his official duties and his social and political involvement.
The primary goal of the research is to shed light on the local operations of the police
force and Berzeviczy's role in the administration and cultural life of the city of
Uzhhorod. Methods. The research is based on the processing of fonds stored in the
Beregszasz branch of the Carpathian State Archives. During my research, I explored
sources in fonds 6 (the documents of the mayor’s office of the statutory city of
Uzhhorod) and fonds 7 (documents of the sub-prefect of Ung County). Among the
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contemporary documents, | found correspondence, instructions, and reports related
to Istvan Berzeviczy. The archival research was supplemented by a source-critical
analysis of contemporary press publications — Ung, Hatdrszéli Ujsdg, Az Ujsdg,
Gorogkatolikus Szemle — as well as oral history derived from family memories.
Results. Research on the subject has revealed that high-ranking patrons played an
important role in Istvan Berzeviczy's career advancement, but at the same time,
according to contemporary opinions, he also needed to be capable of leading a well-
functioning police force during his term of office. During his tenure as police chief,
the Uzhhorod City Police operated within a structured framework, and besides
maintaining public order, they were increasingly tasked with safeguarding political
loyalty. Istvan Berzeviczy gradually became involved in the social and cultural life
of the county. Through his wide-ranging public activities, he contributed greatly to
shaping the social and cultural life of the city of Uzhhorod. According to
contemporary press reports, his reputation was somewhat mixed: on the one hand,
his high level of administrative competence was recognized, but on the other hand,
he was also seen as a powerful figure serving the interests of the local elite.
Conclusions. In this study, I present the life and career of Istvan Berzeviczy, paying
particular attention to his roles as police chief, politician, and cultural figure. My
research shows that Berzeviczy successfully led the Uzhhorod City Police: under his
leadership, public order and safety in the city became more stable. According to
archival sources and contemporary press reports, he received significant support
from influential local families—the Térok, Kende, and Sztdaray families—who played
a crucial role in shaping his later political career. His loyalty to the Ung elite was
particularly evident in his role in the coup against Chief Magistrate Zsigmond
Bernath. This commitment proved to be worthwhile: he became the leading
candidate for the vacant position of mayor of Uzhhorod, and, having won the
majority of votes, served as mayor of Uzhhorod from 1916 to 1919. In addition to

his official duties, Berzeviczy was also actively involved in the social and cultural
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life of the city: in 1910, he was elected president of the Uzhhorod Athletic Club, and
from 1916, he served as president of the Uzhhorod Social Circle. In addition, in
1911, he presented his poetry collection at an event for amateur writers and readers
in Gyongyos.

Keywords: police, chief of police, elite, Uzhhorod, Uzh County, Austro-

Hungarian Monarchy, local administration, intertwining of power, loyalty

Ha cnyacoi micuesoi enimu: kap’cpa bepzesiui lwumeana ma ito2o

36’A3KU 3 Yycancokum Komimamom

Bapra Po0epr,
IOKTOp (hutocodii, crapmmii BUKIIagad kadeapu icTopii Ta CyCIiIbHUX
JUCLUIUIIH 3aKapnaTchbKOro yropchbKoro iHCTUTYTy M. @epenia Pakomi 1,

beperose, Ykpaina, https://orcid.org/0009-0008-1425-6230

Anomauia. ILle Oocniodicennss mae Ha memi NPeoOCMABUMU dICUMMSL MA
kap ‘epy lwmeana Bepsesiyi y 1893—1916 pp. V pobomi onucano tiozco OisibHicms
Ha nocadi HA4anibHUKa NONIYii, 1020 NONIMUYHY Ma KYIbMYPHY AKMUBHICMb, d
makodic coyianvhi 36 ’sa3ku. Ocobausa ysaea npuoiisiemvcs 8I0HOCUHAM, SKI 6iH
PO36UBAS i3 NPOBIOHOIO eNiMOI0 KOMIMAamy, wo Cymmeso 6NAUBANIU HA 1020 Kap '€py
ma 2pomaocvky pois. Mema. Lle 0ocniodcenHs cnpsamosane Ha GUBUEHHS Kap €pu
HauanoHuka noniyii lwmeana bepsesiyi ma 1io2o 38°a3Ki6 3 Yocancekum
komimamom y 1893—1916 pp., 3 ocobausum HA2O0N0COM HA U020 CAYHCOOBUX
0008 53KaX, A MAKONC HA 1020 COYIANbHIL ma noaimuyniu akmuenocmi. OcHosHA
Mema pobomu — euceimaumu micyese QYHKYIOHYBAHHS NOJIYIUHUX CUL MA POlb
bepzesiyi 6 aominicmpamuenomy ma KyabmypHomy dcummi micma Yaceopooa.
Memoou. Jlocniodcenns 6azyemovcsa Ha onpayio8arti Gouois, wjo 30epicaromscs y

bepeziscoxomy 6iooini /lepocasnoco apxigy 3axapnamcwvkoi obaacmi. Y npoyeci
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pobomu 6yau euxopucmaui Odxcepena 3 GoHOy 6 (0oKymenmu MicbKoi ynpasu
cmamymuoeo micma Yoceopooa) ma @ondy 7 (0oKymenmu nioxcynaua
Vorcancoroeo komimamy). Cepeo cyuachux 0OKymeHnmie Oynu Us61eHi TUCMYB8aHHS,
iHcmpyKyii ma 36imu, nos a3ami 3 disnvHicmio lwmeana bepzesiyi. Apxieni nowyku
OYIU OONOBHEHT 0JHCEPENO3HABUUM AHANIZ0M nyOaikayit y mooiwnii npeci — Ung,
Hatarszéli Ujsag, Az Ujsag, Gordgkatolikus Szemle — a maxooic ycnoio icmopieio,
3aCHO8aH0I0 HA pOOUHHUX cnoeadax. Pezynemamu. [[ocnidocenns nokasano, wo
BUCOKONOCMABAEHI NOKpOsUmeni 6i0icpasanu 8axdciugy poib y Kap €PHOMY
spocmanni lwmeana bepsesiyi, npome, 3a cCy4acHUMU OYIHKAMU, BiH MAKONC
nogunern 0y8 Oymu 30amuum 3abe3neyumu egekmuHe KepisBHUYmMeo 0oobpe
@yHryionyrouoro noniyicro. 3a tioco kadenyii Yorceopoocvka micvka noniyis oisna 8
YIMKO CMPYKMYPOBAHUX PAMKAX, I OKPIM RIOMPUMAHHA 2POMAOCHKO20 NOPSOKY,
dedani wacmiuie 8UKOHYBANA 3AB0AHHA 13 3a0e3nedentss NOAMUYHOL JT0STbHOCHII.
lwmean bBep3zesiyi nocmynogo 6xn0uascsi 6 coyiaibHe ma KyJabMYpHe HCUMmsl
Komimamy. 3a805aKu 1020 WUPOKIU 2POMAOCHKIL OisIbHOCMI 8iH 3HAYHO CHPUSE
GopmysanHio coyianbHo2o U KYIbmMYpHO20 00auuus micma Yoceopooa. 3a
NOBIOOMAEHHAMU CYYACHOI npecu, 1o2o penymayis 6yia 0ewo Cynepeunugoro. 3
00H020 OOKY, BU3HABANACA U020 BUCOKA AOMIHICMPAMUBHA KOMNEMEHMHICMb, 3
[HWO020 — U020 CHpUUMAnU 5K BNIUBOBY NOCMAMb, WO CAVICUMb IHmMepecam
Mmicyesoi enimu. Bucnoeku. YV yiu cmammi npeocmasneno scumms ma Kap '€py
lwmeana Bep3esiyi 3 ocobaueum axyeHmom Ha 1020 OifIbHICMb K HAYANbHUKA
noniyii, noaimuyHo2o dissua ma KyaibmypHoz2o axmusicma. Moi Oocniodcennus
ceiouams, wjo bepzesiyi ycniuno xepysas Yaiceopoocbkorw MicbKow Noaiyier: nio
1020  KepIBHUUMBOM 2POMAOCLKULL NOPsIO0OK 1 Oe3neka 6 Micmi cmaiu
cmabinoHiwumu. 32i0HO 3 APXIBHUMU Odicepenamu ma NOGIOOMIEHHAMU CYUACHOL
npecu, 8iH OMpPUMY8a8 3HAYHY NIOMPUMKY 3 OOKY BNIUBOBUX MICYEBUX POOUH —
Tvopvokie, Kenoe ma Cmapais, siKi idiepanu supiuianvHy poib y hoOpmy8auHi io2o

nooanvuioi nonimuynoi kap ‘epu. Moo 10a1bHicCmb 00 YIHCAHCHKOI elimu 0co0.1U80
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NPOsABUNACA NIO Yac 3aKOJI0MY NPomu 201081020 dxcynana Kiemonoa bepnama. 1
8i00aHiCMb BUABUNACS PE3VIbMAMUBHOIO: 6IH CMAE 20J06HUM KAHOUOAMOM HA
8aKaHmMHy nocaody mepa Yoiceopooa i, 3000y8uiu Oibuicms 2010Ci8, 00ilMAs8 Yo
nocaoy 6 1916—1919 pp. Ilopso 3i cayaxicoosumu 0606 szxamu bepzesiyi axmugno
001y4ABCs 00 COYIAIbHO20 MA KYAbmypHoe2o scumms micma. y 1910 p. tioco oopanu
207108010 Yarceopoocvko2o amaemuunozo kiyoy, a 3 1916 p. ein 6ys npesudenmom
Yorceopoocvkoeo epomadcvrozo kona. Kpim moeo, y 1911 p. 6in npedcmasus c60to
noemuuwy 30IipKY HA 6e4opi CAMOOISAIbHUX NUCbMEHHUKIE I yumadie y micmi
Tvonrviiou.

Knwuogi cnoea: noniyisa, nauanvHuk noniyii, enima, Yaceopoo, Yocancoxuii
Komimam, Aecmpo-Yeopcvka mouapxis, micyesa aominicmpayis, nepenienmenHs

BAOHUX CIPYKIMYD, JIOSTbHICD.

Problem Statement. The central issue of this research is that Istvan
Berzeviczy's role as police chief and his social involvement remain largely
unexplored to this day. Although numerous books and studies have been written
about the administrative and social life of Ung County and the city of Uzhhorod, the
workings of the police force and its leader have only been partially researched. Thus,
an important aspect of the local history of the period remains unstudied. This gap is
particularly striking given that the Beregszdsz branch of the Carpathian State
Archives preserves fonds records that contain useful material on the subject. It is
necessary to highlight fonds 6, which contains the documents of the mayor of the
city of Uzhhorod, and fonds 7, which preserves the documents of the sub-prefect of
Ung County, such as correspondence, instructions, reports — that can serve as
primary sources for Berzeviczy's administrative and police activities and his role in
the public life of Uzhhorod.

The source research is supplemented by an examination of the contemporary

press. Ung, Hatarszéli Ujsag, and other local newspapers not only serve as
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background material, but also reflect how the public viewed and evaluated Istvan
Berzeviczy's activities. The press analysis has a dual purpose, as it provides a
fundamental source base not only for the police chief's official role, but also for his
social reputation.

Identifying Previously Unresolved Aspects of the Broader Problem. One
previously unexplored aspect of this topic is that the research focuses on a historical
figure whose career and socio-political role were closely linked to the city of
Uzhhorod. The aim of this study is to fill this gap: by systematically processing
archival documents and press sources, it aims to offer a new perspective on the
career of Istvan Berzeviczy, his work as police chief, and his role in local society.

As a secondary aspect, it should be noted that most of the documents
preserved in the Beregszasz branch of the Carpathian State Archives are written in
Hungarian, which may pose a challenge for those who are not familiar with the
language/linguistics of the period. Accordingly, another goal of my publications is
to bridge this gap and make the findings available to a wider audience in multiple
languages.

Objective of the Research. This study seeks to examine the career of Istvan
Berzeviczy between 1893 and 1916. The sources discovered in the archives allowed
me to formulate three objectives before writing the paper. The primary task of the
research is to present Berzeviczy's activities as police chief, which provides an
opportunity to analyze the organizational framework and operation of the Uzhhorod
City Police, as well as the maintenance of public administration and public order.
The research not only examines this period from an institutional historical
perspective, but also seeks to answer the question of how Istvan Berzeviczy was
judged by the population of Uzhhorod and what kind of social response he elicited.

My secondary goal is to examine the role played by his high-ranking patrons
in the development of his career, whether as police chief or politician, and how they

contributed to his advancement. In this context, | examine Berzeviczy's relationship
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with the local elite — the Torok, Kende, and Sztaray families — and how his loyalty
to these families manifested itself.

The third objective is to show how Istvan Berzeviczy became involved in the
public life of the city of Uzhhorod and what leadership roles he assumed.

The research aims to provide a comprehensive picture of the career of a
historical figure whose career and social network contributed to a better
understanding of the public life and administrative structure of Ung County.

Analysis of recent studies and publications. In recent years, the
historiography of the First World War in the territory of present-day Transcarpathia
has been enriched by several significant works that approach the subject from
different perspectives. Onexcannp ['aBpour’s Hawa [lepwa ceimosa (1914—1918).
Anumonoeis ykpaincwvkoi xyoooxcnuvoi nposu [1] provides a broad framework for
understanding the wartime processes in Ukraine and places the events of
Transcarpathia into a wider national and international context. FOpis ®aryna’s Hecu
mamyi sHcanicmo moro... 3akapnamyi y Iepwii ceéimosii eiuni [2] focuses directly
on local experiences, depicting the everyday life of families and communities, as
well as the impact of mobilization and losses. In another volume, A we caoas
razoyeamu, ane myuty gorsamu... botiosuii winsx 66-20 Yuesapcokozo nixomnozo
noaxka asecmpo-yeopcokoi apmii. 1914-1918 [3] the author provides a detailed
reconstruction of the history of the 66th Ungvar Infantry Regiment and the soldiers’
front-line experiences. Suslik Adam’s monograph Az elsé vildghdborii és vidékiink
(1914-1918) [4] emphasizes the social and cultural challenges of the war in the
region. The military-historical dimension is further strengthened by Pap Krisztian’s
Oroszlanok a Karpatokban 19141915 [5] and vitéz uzsoki baré Szurmay Sandor’s
A magyar katona a Karpatokban [6] the former analyzes the Carpathian military
operations of 1914-1915, while the latter presents the experiences of Hungarian

soldiers on the Carpathian front. Taken together, these works provide a nuanced
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picture of the war experiences in the region, capturing both the history of the front
lines and that of the home front.

More extensive research has already been conducted on the history of Ung
County. Among the literature written in Ukrainian, the works of Dmytro
Danylyuk[7] and Pap Stepan[8] are particularly noteworthy. The authors provide
insight into the historical past of present-day Transcarpathia through various
historical periods. It is important to note that Pap Stepan 's work is a multi-volume
publication that covers the most important historical events in Transcarpathia from
prehistory to the 20th century. Serhiy Fedak also wrote a work on the history of
present-day Transcarpathia entitled Icropis 3akapnarts y garax 1 nmoxisik [The
History of Transcarpathia in Dates and Events].[9] In this publication, the author
compiled important dates from the perspective of the Transcarpathian region,
helping readers to understand the colorful and sometimes turbulent history of the
area. Since the central figure of this study is Istvdn Berzeviczy, whose life is closely
linked to the city of Uzhhorod, it is also necessary to describe the works that focus
on the county seat of Uzhhorod. Two significant publications provide a foundation
for understanding Uzhhorod during this period. One is a monograph written by
Karoly Mészaros, translated into Ukrainian and expanded by Alen Panov [10].

This publication provides readers with an opportunity to discover Uzhhorod
's past in a new interpretative context. In his introductory remarks, Alen Panov
emphasizes that understanding the city's history is only possible if we explore the
circumstances of its origins and learn about the historical processes and events that
shaped its development. In contrast, Tetyana Literati's[11] work takes the form of a
walk through the city's history, during which the reader can get to know Uzhhorod
's characteristic buildings, streets, families, and other elements of its cultural
heritage. While Alen Panov 's volume examines the historical development of
Uzhhorod primarily from an academic perspective, Tetyana Literati’s work can be

classified as popular science literature. Works on Uzhhorod County have also been
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published in Hungarian, focusing on economic, social, and political aspects. As a
result of new research, a monograph entitled Heritage and Challenges was published
by the Ferenc Rakoczi 1l Transcarpathian Hungarian College of Higher Education.
[12] In the monograph, the authors describe the history of Ung County and the city
of Uzhhorod based on the above-mentioned aspects. Since Istvan Berzeviczy held
an important position as police chief in the city of Uzhhorod, it is also necessary to
understand how the institutional structure of the state police was established in the
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and what powers the state granted it. Miksa Tisza
wrote about this topic in his book titled The History of the Police in Hungary. [13]
This work provides the most important information about the police, guiding the
reader through the organizational structure, ranks, and legislation of the force. Since
research on the police in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy is limited, it is necessary
to place greater emphasis on the scientific articles that have been published on the
subject. Janos Sallai wrote about police training at the time in his study entitled
Police Officer Training Courses and Officer Training Textbooks. [14] In his work,
the author compiled and presented to his readers the training procedures of the time.
Gabor Androvicz's study entitled The Development of Hungarian Police Training
during the Dualist Period also fills a gap in the literature on the same subject. [15]

Ivan Halasz provides insight into the daily work of the municipal police
station in his study entitled The Municipal Police of Léva during the Dual Monarchy.
[16] The work is useful in several respects, as it provides readers with a general
overview of the history of the police organization and shows how the police operated
in the city of Léva and what issues they had to deal with during the dualism period.
Nikolett Petra Nadori also approaches the functioning of the city police from a
similar perspective in her paper entitled A City Police Station in the Era of Dualism,
using the example of the city of Nitra. [17]

In addition to law enforcement, the study also has a socio-political

dimension. Thus, the works of authors who examine the society of the period are
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indispensable. One of the most important works is the book by Gabor Gyani and
Gyorgy Kovér entitled The Social History of Hungary from the Reform Era to World
War I1. [18] In this book, the authors examine the changes in the social structure of
Hungary in different periods. In addition to social changes, a new pressing issue
emerged at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th century. This
was none other than the demographic crisis in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.
Miklés Konrad writes about this in his book Demographic Changes. [19] The author
seeks to answer the important question of what caused the mass emigration from the
Northeastern Carpathians. This is an exciting question from the perspective of the
present study because the emigration data for Ung County between 1890 and 1914
showed a rather negative trend.

In the abstract of my thesis, I indicated that my research focused on Istvan
Berzeviczy's relationships with the leading elite of the county, which influenced his
career and public role. For this reason, it was important to identify which families
exerted the greatest influence on Ung County. Andras Cieger's publication Erdekek
és stratégiak (Interests and Strategies) helped me in this regard. [20] In this work,
the author examines the most influential families living in Ung County and how they
were able to use their various abilities to assert their interests in both the political
and economic spheres. In another work, Andras Cieger specifically examines the
political connections of the power elite in Ung County during the dualist period. In
another work, Andras Cieger — The Political Leadership of Ung County during the
Dualist Period — specifically examines the political interconnections of the power
elite in Ung. [21]

In addition to all this, the backbone of the study is provided by contemporary
archival sources that have not been researched until now. These contemporary
documents make up the career of Istvan Berzeviczy between 1893 and 1916.

Formulation of the article's objectives (setting the task). In my study, |

aim to present the career of Istvan Berzeviczy between 1893 and 1916.
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In my work, I seek answers to the following questions, among others:

1. What connections did Istvan Berzeviczy have to Ung County, and how
did these influence the development of his career?

2. How did the Uzhhorod city police operate under the leadership of Police
Chief Berzeviczy, and what challenges did he face?

3. What was the social perception of Istvan Berzeviczy among the
population of Uzhhorod, and how was this reflected in the press of the
time?

4. What other public and social roles did he take on in the city of Uzhhorod
beyond his official duties?

5. Can Berzeviczy's commitment to the local elite be demonstrated, and if
S0, in what actions, decisions, or public statements was this reflected?

The aim of my methodological approach is to present Istvan Berzeviczy's
career between 1893 and 1916 in a comprehensive and well-founded manner in my
study. To this end, | use historical and source-critical methods that enable the
thorough exploration and interpretation of data and documents relevant to the period.
As a first step, | conduct a thorough literature review, presenting contemporary
literature, newspaper articles, official documents, and personal documents, thus
laying the foundation for the credibility and versatility of my research. I will then
conduct a quantitative and qualitative content analysis of the available press and
archival sources to explore Istvdn Berzeviczy's connections with Ung County and
his relationship with the local community. I place particular emphasis on the analysis
of so-called social networks, which allows me to highlight his commitment to the
local elite and the social perception of him. This includes a content analysis of
newspaper articles, autobiographical texts, and official reports, which can shed light
on aspects of his personal and public roles.

Presentation of the Main Research Material. The future police chief and

mayor was born on August 5, 1859, to Arpad Berzeviczy and Gizella Tobai. The
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family was practicing Roman Catholic. The Berzeviczy family was primarily
engaged in agriculture and owned large estates in Bajahaza [22] and its surrounding
area. According to sources, Istvan Berzeviczy attended school in Nagyvarad and
Vienna, but did not complete his studies in Vienna due to a tragedy that befell his
family. After his father's death, he returned to Bajahaza and took over the
management of the estate. [23] From 1893, he also played a role in the political life
of Ung County, being elected to the county assembly. He became politically active
that same year, taking an active part in the local Liberal Party, and on November 25,
1908, he was elected vice president of the Independence and Forty-Eight Party of
Ung County. [24, p. 3] Thus, it can be said that, in addition to his duties as police
chief, he played an increasingly important role in local political life. He was assisted
in all this by his paternal uncle, Jené Tabogy, who was friends with Péter Kende [25,
p. 308], the sub-prefect. [26, p. 3] After establishing contact with the county's power
elite, his name may have come up in connection with filling the position of police
chief. In fact, at the city council meeting held in December 1895, Mayor Mihaly
Fincziczky nominated Istvan Berzeviczy to replace the temporarily elected Captain
Béla Lehoczky in his speech. In his speech to the participants, the first man of
Uzhhorod emphasized that he knew his candidate well and that there was no doubt
about his competence. This public statement suggests that the two most influential
families in the county, the Torok and Sztaray families, also supported the new chief.
This is confirmed by the fact that Count Jozsef Torok, the chief magistrate, assured
Istvan Berzeviczy of his support in a letter. Thus, on December 20, 1895, with the
support of Count Jozsef Torok, Istvan Berzeviczy was appointed the new police
chief of the city of Uzhhorod. Section 80 of Act XXI of 1886 on the appointment of
civil servants stated that the chief magistrate had the right to appoint civil servants
in the county. XXI. tc. 80.§ of 1886 on the appointment of civil servants stated that
the chief magistrate had the right to appoint state employees in the county. [27, p. 5]
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The national and local press reported on the inauguration and appointment of the

new police chief. [28, p. 4]

Picture 1. Istvan Berzeviczy, Chief of Police
Istvan Berzeviczy https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/115520452/istvan-berzeviczy
(Accessed: 02.08.2025), [29]

For the purposes of this presentation, it is useful to divide Istvan Berzeviczy's
career as police chief into two parts, as he led his office during peacetime between
1895 and 1914, and during wartime between 1914 and 1916. It is therefore worth
examining what issues the Uzhhorod police dealt with during the happy times of
peace [30, pp. 11-12] and to what extent this changed with the outbreak of military
conflict. During the period before the Great War, the captain's reign was primarily
concerned with maintaining public safety and dealing with illegal emigration. With
the outbreak of war and the proximity of the front, his tasks multiplied. The
organization he led had to deal with loan sharks, price gougers, war refugees, and
spies. Thus, we can say that the Uzhhorod police had much more diverse tasks
between 1914 and 1918. [31, pp. 12-14]
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Picture 2.
Uzhhorod City Police Department [32]

Source: Ferenc Ujlaki, Istvan Berzeviczy great-grandchild.

Not everyone was permanently satisfied with the new police chief and the
organization he led. It happened that Miklos Mocsary, a law student from Uzhhorod,
declared in front of a large group of people that he had witnessed a police action that
exceeded all legal and ethical limits. News of this quickly reached the Uzhhorod
police, and Captain Berzeviczy took it as a personal insult. To get his revenge, the
head of the police challenged his critic to a duel, even though armed duels were
against the law at the time. According to Section 293 of the Csemegi Code [33, pp.
43-44], challenging someone to a duel and accepting a duel was punishable by six
months' imprisonment, regardless of rank or age. For this reason, Clair Vilmos's
Code of Duelling was created and distributed nationwide in order to resolve conflicts
peacefully. [34. pp. 7-3] Presumably aware of this, Miklos Mocsary refused to
engage in a sword duel. He justified his decision by saying that he had not insulted
the police chief personally, but had spoken out against those police officers who did
not know the law. This explanation did not calm tempers, as Captain Berzeviczy,
through police officers Tilzer and Bochkor, called his opponent a scoundrel and a
coward. [35, p. 3] Following the mutual insults, the two men agreed to fight a sword
duel in the gym of the Uzhhorod High School at 5 p.m. According to the accepted
rules, the fight was to continue until the first blood was drawn, and the seconds were
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responsible for providing the weapons. The fight ended with the victory of the police
chief, who wounded his opponent on the right shoulder. After the duel, the opponents
shook hands and agreed to consider their differences null and void. Miklos Mocsary
was taken to the local hospital to have his wound treated, while Istvan Berzeviczy
took two weeks' leave and left the city of Uzhhorod. An interesting fact about the
duel is that I could not find any documents related to the case in the records of the
city council or the chief magistrate and deputy magistrate. Only a few press
publications reported on the bloody conflict between the two men. This leads to the
conclusion that they wanted to cover up the case, as the chief had broken the law by
participating in the duel. [36, p. 5]

[t can be said that Istvan Berzeviczy was very loyal to the local political elite,
as they not only helped him get elected as chief of police, but also covered up the
unpleasantness caused by the duel. It was only a matter of time before Captain
Berzeviczy would have to repay them for all this. Finally, on December 30, 1905,
he had to repay his "debt" by participating in a political and social resistance
movement against the new chief magistrate, Zsigmond Bernath, in Uzhhorod. [37,
p. 51]

Between June 18, 1905, and April 8, 1906, Hungary struggled with a serious
domestic political crisis, which also affected regional political power relations. The
Liberal Party lost the 1905 elections, and the "united opposition™ won a decisive
majority of seats in parliament. [38, pp. 151-152] Since the backbone of this political
formation of the opposition was made up of the 48ers, the ruling Franz Joseph
refused to recognize the election results and temporarily appointed Géza Fejérvary
as head of government. [39, pp. 56-57] The new government's position was made
more difficult by the fact that its members were not party members and did not have
the parliamentary majority necessary for lawmaking. In addition, voices were
increasingly being heard in the country that the Fejérvary government was

unconstitutional and illegal. This opinion was also expressed by Count Jozsef Torok,
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the chief magistrate of Ung County. In an article published in 1905, the county's
leader expressed his dissatisfaction with the political events in Budapest. He
expressed his opinion that the provisional government was unconstitutional and that
Istvan Tisza would be the most suitable candidate for the post of prime minister. [40,
p. 52] Following the publication of the article, Fejérvary's cabinet put strong political
pressure on the chief magistrate, as a result of which he resigned from his position
in the administration. [41, p. 2] The weekly newspaper Ung also reported on his
unexpected departure to its readers. According to the article, Jend Loérinczy informed
the representatives at an extraordinary county assembly that the chief magistrate had
resigned from his position—having become a victim of political persecution—and
that the government planned to appoint Zsigmond Bernath. [42, p. 2] Deputy
Governor Jend Lorinczy called on those present to boycott the inauguration of the
new governor as a patriotic duty. [43, p. 53] The new chief magistrate caused great
outrage among those present. Some representatives proposed that the board should
draw up a multi-point boycott plan against him. Finally, they agreed to draw up a
four-point plan. First, they would not recognize Zsigmond Bernath as governor.
Second, no representative of the council would attend the new county leader's
inauguration ceremony. Third, they would lock the county hall and the governor's
residence with chains and padlocks. Fourth, local individuals who cooperate with
and assist the unconstitutional chief magistrate are unpatriotic and have no place in
a patriotic community. [44, p. 3]

Unaware of the resistance in the county, Zsigmond Bernath arrived at the
county seat on December 30, 1905. [45, p. 4] A huge crowd was waiting for him at
Uzhhorod railway station, but not to welcome him. After he got out of his carriage,
the angry people showered him with various insults. In order to prevent a lynch mob
from forming, Antal Ronai suggested to Zsigmond Bernath that they wait in the
station waiting room until the gendarmes dispersed the crowd. It took several hours

for the ten gendarmes called in to maintain public order to somewhat quell the
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protest. [46 p. 4] An interesting detail of this episode is that members of the local
police were not present during the atrocity. This suggests that Istvan Berzeviczy also
joined the political boycott. The events then took a dramatic turn. Bernath managed
to reach the county hall with great difficulty and the help of the gendarmes, but he
was confronted with the fact that the building was locked. However, he was even
more shocked when he saw a funeral procession approaching him. At the head of
the procession, Roma musicians played the imperial anthem Gott erhalte [47, pp.
22-24], followed by a cart carrying a coffin with the inscription: "Here lies Bernath
Zsigmond, traitor and bastard." Bernath, who was in a state of shock, ordered the
gendarmerie to immediately remove the lock from the door so that he could take his
oath of office. The gendarmerie complied with the order, but due to the resistance,
no one appeared at the inauguration ceremony. We know from the newspaper Ujsdg
that only Representative Bertalan Jorger intended to attend, but the women
protesting in front of the county hall did not allow him to enter the building. [48, p.
4] More and more residents of Uzhhorod gathered in the square in front of the county
governor's office and began chanting loudly, "Zsiga, come out! Zsiga, come out!"
Zsigmond Bernath considered that his life was in danger, so he decided to leave
through the back exit and left the city of Uzhhorod at 3:30 p.m. that same day. [49,
p. 45]

The events in Uzhhorod caused a great stir, as national weekly newspapers
also reported on the case. To avoid further humiliation, the Ministry of the Interior
decided that the "rebels" should be punished. The punishment for the resisters was a
one-month salary deduction and the dismissal of police chief Istvan Berzeviczy. [50,
p. 2] According to the Ministry of the Interior, he had failed in his duty because, as
the head of the city's law enforcement unit, it was his responsibility to ensure public
safety. In order to investigate the events of December 30, 1905, the government sent
Karoly Buth to Uzhhorod, who, upon his arrival, temporarily relieved Berzeviczy of

his duties as police chief. During the investigation, the police chief was not arrested,
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but he was forbidden from leaving the city. Several interrogations were conducted
in connection with the case, but none of the persons summoned was able to provide
useful information. [51, p. 3] Karoly Buth, who led the investigation, noted that his
inquiries were unsuccessful, as the identity of the instigators remained unclear. From
the point of view of the investigation, it was important to find out why the city police
units had not been sent to the railway station. We know from Istvan Berzeviczy's
testimony that the chief had not received any orders in this regard and was not aware
of when and how the new chief magistrate would arrive in Uzhhorod. On the day in
question, he had dispatched the police to the outskirts of the city because they wanted
to catch a gang of thieves. They returned to the city in the late afternoon and were
then informed of the atrocities committed against Zsigmond Bernath. In my opinion,
the police chief’s testimony was flawed in several respects, as Berzeviczy could not
have ordered all police officers out of the city, since his organization was the only
law enforcement unit in the city. Secondly, it is highly unlikely that a gang of thieves
would carry out their activities during the day, when the risk of being caught is
greatest. [52, p. 3] Based on sources related to the case, it is much more likely that
the police chief acted deliberately on orders from above. Istvan Berzeviczy weighed
up his options in relation to the case: if he joined the boycott led by Deputy Governor
Lérinczy, he would retain his position as police chief and continue to enjoy the trust
of the county's political and economic powers, but if he sided with Zsigmond
Bernath, he would risk his position and future prospects in Ung County. Following
this line of thinking, the chief's decision can be considered rational from a career
perspective, but not from a law enforcement perspective. Karoly Buth, who was
leading the investigation, did not have any irrefutable witness testimony with which
he could prove Istvan Berzeviczy's complicity. During the investigation, all
members of the Uzhhorod City Police were questioned. [53, p. 4] From the officers
to the patrolmen, they all testified in unison with their superior. Due to the

investigation reaching a dead end, Governor Buth forwarded the case and the
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investigation materials to the Hungarian Royal Court of Beregszasz. At the same
time, the investigating authority ordered that Istvan Berzeviczy remain suspended —
without pay — until the investigation against him was concluded. During this time,
Deputy Police Chief Sandor Markovszky supervised the Uzhhorod police under the
supervision of Istvan Bonis. [54, p. 2] In addition to the screening of law
enforcement agencies, a thorough investigation of the public administration was also
conducted, again led by Karoly Buth. However, the expected results were not
achieved here either, as no documents were found that could have compromised the
leadership of Ung County. Thus, Kéroly Buth and Istvan Bonis were forced to return
to Budapest on February 5, 1906. [55, p. 2] They were ordered to accept Zsigmond
Bernath as chief magistrate before the end of February. [56, p. 10]

Zsigmond Bernath returned to the county seat on February 20. He
encountered no incidents on his way from the train station to his apartment.
However, he had to face the fact that the local population essentially ignored him.
This passive resistance, which he experienced firsthand, forced him to ask the
government to dismiss him from his position as chief magistrate. He officially
requested his dismissal from the Ung County on February 27. Local newspapers,
such as the Ung weekly, reported in their county affairs section that the position of
chief magistrate had become vacant again. The consolidation of local political life
finally took place on April 29, when the local press announced that Count Géabor
Sztaray [57, p. 7] had been elected chief magistrate of Ung County. His official
inauguration took place on May 15. At the same time, events related to the case of
Istvan Berzeviczy also accelerated. The Beregszasz court ruled that, due to lack of
evidence, all charges against the police chief had been dropped and he could return
to his position as head of the Uzhhorod police. A new political party, the
Independence and Forty-Eight Party, was formed in Ung County, led by Mihaly
Fincziczky and Istvan Berzeviczy. [58, p. 2]
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As a result of his loyalty to the local elite, the influential families of the
county also supported Istvan Berzeviczy's efforts to become mayor, which came to
fruition sooner than expected. According to the plan, the elderly (73-year-old)
Mihaly Fincziczky [59, pp. 345-47] would have announced his retirement from
political life at the end of his term of office. At the same time, the local press and
prominent families in Uzhhorod actively campaigned for the police chief. However,
fate rewrote the plan when Mihdaly Fincziczky died unexpectedly on January 7, 1916.
The mayor's colleagues expressed their condolences to the family of the deceased
and agreed on when and how to inform the city's residents of the sad news in the
press. However, the Uzhhorod City Council, shaken by grief and pain, had to find
someone to fill the vacant position urgently. In its February 13, 1916 issue, the
weekly newspaper Ung reported on the situation and how many self-nominated
candidates wanted to win the mayor's seat. According to publicist Béla Banoczi,
most of these people were merely adventurers who expected a secure livelihood from
the mayor's office. However, the article made it clear that the city council and local
secular and church organizations would prefer to see Istvan Berzeviczy at the helm
of Uzhhorod. What is interesting about Banoczi's article is that by putting
Berzeviczy's name forward as a possible candidate, he started a kind of campaign.
A good example of this is that he described all the characteristics of the police chief
that made him suitable for the position. [60, p. 13] The praise in the press had the
desired effect, and the city council convinced Captain Istvan Berzeviczy to run for
the post. At an extraordinary general meeting, the delegates unanimously voted for
the police chief of Uzhhorod. The local press publications Ung and Ungvari Kézlony
also informed the public about the results of the vote. In addition to the election
mechanism and the percentage of votes, Istvan Berzeviczy's acceptance speech was
also made public. In his speech, Berzeviczy emphasized that joint work is essential
for the successful functioning of the city and that everyone should have a common

goal, which is the continuous development of Uzhhorod. In his opinion, the
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Uzhhorod project can only be successful if all levels of public administration are
filled with people with local ties. At the end of his speech, he also emphasized that
all political and religious differences must be set aside. [61, p. 3]

In addition to law enforcement and politics, Istvan Berzeviczy was also
actively involved in local cultural and sporting life. Thanks to Istvan Berzeviczy's
intervention, a charity auction of paintings by Gyula Ijjasz, a painter from Uzhhorod,
was organized. The main purpose of the auction was to support the young painter's
studies in Budapest by purchasing paintings from the local community. In
September 1909, the chief became a member of the ten-member committee that
organized and coordinated the statue unveiling ceremony in honor of Gabor Dayka
[62, p. 4]. The police chief was no stranger to literature, having written several
poems and short stories himself. On January 28, 1911, for example, he was invited
to an evening for amateur writers and readers held in the town of Gyongyds. Some
of his works were presented at the event. He read his poem Kétszer is nyilt az akdacfa
(The Acacia Tree Opened Twice) to the audience. In addition, his independent
publications appeared in 1918 under the title Tanulmanyok és karcolatok (Studies
and Sketches). [63] Press reports revealed that several "professional” literary figures
in attendance praised Berzeviczy's poem. [64p. 7] In addition to his role in the
cultural sphere, the captain also took on a role in organizing sports life in Uzhhorod.
In addition to participating in sports himself on a weekly basis, he was elected
president of the Uzhhorod Athletic Club on June 30, 1910. [65, p. 3]

Conclusions. The study presents the life and career of Istvan Berzeviczy,
highlighting his work as a chief of police, his political involvement, and his cultural
activities. As police chief, he successfully managed the Uzhhorod City Police,
contributing to the stability of public order and safety. The support of the local
elite—the Torok, Kende, and Sztaray families—qgreatly contributed to his career
development. His strong loyalty to the Uzhhorod elite became most evident during

the political coup against Chief Magistrate Zsigmond Bernath. His commitment thus
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created the opportunity for him to be elected mayor of Uzhhorod between 1916 and
1919. In addition to his duties as mayor and police chief, he was actively involved
in the social and cultural life of the city. In 1910, he was elected president of the
Uzhhorod Athletic Club, later becoming head of the Uzhhorod Social Circle, and he
also headed the Uzhhorod Tennis Club. He was a member of the Gydngyds Literary
Society, where he debuted his own collection of poems in 1911. He also played a
role as a local philanthropist. He played a significant role as an organizer of
charitable events. His activities also included supporting talented individuals with

ties to Uzhhorod, further strengthening his social embeddedness and public role.
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