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Abstract: The study of the image of Ukraine in the French far-right press, in
particular in the newspaper “L’Action frangaise”, allows us to reveal a complex
and heterogeneous system of perception of the Liberation Struggles in Ukraine
(events of the period of the national liberation struggle of the Ukrainian people
during 1917-1921) in the ideological environment of the monarchist and integral-
nationalist movement. Based on the analysis of newspaper publications, it can be
argued that the tone and rhetoric of materials on the Ukrainian issue changed under
the influence of both the military-political situation in Eastern Europe and the
internal priorities of the Action Frangaise movement itself, which saw in world
events primarily a reflection of its own concept of the fight against the republican
system and “revolutionary chaos”. In the first months of revolutionary changes in
Russia and the emergence of the Central Rada, the Ukrainian issue in the
publication was mainly considered through the prism of the general crisis of the
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“imperial order” and the danger of “anarchy”, which threatened not only Eastern
Europe, but also the entire Christian West. However, over time, as Ukrainian
governments sought external allies, texts began to appear in the newspaper that
recognized the independence aspirations of Ukrainians, especially when they
coincided with France’s geopolitical interests in confronting Bolshevism.

It is important that the representation of Ukraine in the pages of “L’Action
francaise” was not autonomous — it was always subordinated to a broader
narrative in which anti-Marxist and anti-democratic motives played a key role. The
Ukrainian movement was presented either as an example of “order and discipline”
in alliance with traditional European forces, or as another manifestation of the
“decomposable’ power of the revolution, if its actions contradicted the political
sympathies of the editorial staff. This gives reason to believe that for the French far-
right of that time, the image of Ukraine was not so much a realistic picture of events
as a tool for confirming their own political theses.

Thus, the analysis revealed the duality of the position of “L’Action frangaise”:
on the one hand, an ideological interest in opposing the Bolshevik threat, which
could generate situational support for Ukrainian independence, on the other, a deep
distrust of any forms of national self-determination outside the monarchical model,
which limited the depth and stability of the positive image of Ukraine. The study also
showed that the newspaper rhetoric of this period reflected political realities, but
also formed a specific vision of the Ukrainian question in French public opinion,
which in the following decades influenced the range of right-wing conservative
interpretations of events in Eastern Europe.

Keywords: Ukraine, Liberation struggles; France, press; L’Action francaise.
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BigHomieHHs 10 YKpainu KpalHix npaBux pyxiB y @paHuii y nepioj
BussouabHux 3marans 1917-1921 pp. (Ha npuxJiazai razeru «L’Action

francaise»)

IIkadypa Spocias IBaHoBHY,
KaHIMJIAT ICTOPUYHUX HAYK, CTApIIU BUKIIaaa4 kadeapu yKpaiHO3HABCTBA
binocodebkoro GakynbreTy XapKiBChbKOrO HAIIIOHAIBHOTO YHIBEPCUTETY IMEHI

B.H.Kapasina, M. XapkiB, Ykpaina, https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1541-9317

Anomauia: Jlocnioxcennsi oopaszy Ykpainu y ¢panyy3okit yiempanpagii npeci,
30Kkpema 6 eazemi «L’Action frangaisey, oae 3mo2y usisumu CKiaoHy i HeOOHOPIOH)
cucmemy cnpuinamms Buszeonvnux smazanv 8 Yxpaini (nooitl nepiody HayioHaibHo-
8U3B0TILHOI OOpOMbOU  YKPAIHCbKO20 HAaApody npomsieom 1917—1921 poxis) 6
i0eonociunomy cepedouwyi MOHAPXIYHO20 MA [HMeSPanbHO-HAYIOHALICMUYHO20
pyxy. Ha niocmasi ananizy eazemuux nyOonikayiil MOXNCHA CMEEPOXCY8amu, wo
MOHANILHICMb [ pUMOPUKA MAMepiaie Wooo YKPAiHCbKO20 NUMAHHS 3MIHIOBANUCS
nio 8NIUBOM 5K BIliICbKOBO-NONIMUYHOI cumyayii Ha cxo0i €8ponu, max i 6HymMpIiuHix
npiopumemie camozo pyxy Action Frangaise, wo 6auus y c8imoux nooisx
Hacamnepeo 8i000padicenHsi GNACHOI KoHyenyii 6opomvOU 3 pecnyOniKaHCbKUM
JA00M I «pesonoyiinum xaocomy. Y nepuii micsayi pegonroyivunux smin y Pocii ma
nosagu ILlenmpanvnoi Paou ykpaincvke numaHHs Y BUOAHHI NEPEeBANHCHO
PO32N510ANI0CSL KPi3b NPUIMY 3A2ATbHOI KPU3U K IMNEPCbKO20 NOPAOKY» ma Hebe3neKu
«anapxiiy, wo 3acpoxcye He auuie Cxiouiti €8poni, a ti yCboMy XpUCMUAHCOKOMY
3axo0y. Ilpome 3 uacom, y mipy mo2o K YKPAiHCObKI ypaOu WYKAAU 308HIULHIX
COI03HUKIB, ) 2a3emi noyanu 3 aeIAmucs mekcmu, SKi 6U3HABANU CAMOCMIUHUYBKI
NpAacHeHHs1 YKpAaiHyie, 0coOIUB0 KOIU BOHU 30ieanucs 3 2e0noNimuyHUMU

inmepecamu Opanyii' y npomucmosuHi OiIbULOBUIMY.
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Baoicnueum € me, wo npeocmasnenns Yxpainu na cmopinkax «L’Action
francgaise» ne 010 ABMOHOMHUM — BOHO 3ABHCOU NIONOPSAOKOBYBANOC WUPUIOM)
Hapamugy, y SAKOMY KIOY08Y polb 6i0iepasanu aHMUMApKCUCMCOLKI  ma
AHMUOEMOKPAMUYHI MOMUBU. YKpAiHCObKUllL pyx nocmasas abo 5K HPUKIAO
«NOPAOKY 1 OUCYUNTIIHUY 8 COI03I 3 MPAOUYILIHUMU €BDONEUCLKUMU CULAMU, ADO SIK
we O0OUH NpOosi8 «PO3KIAOHOLY CUMU peoNtoyii, AKWO Uo2o Oii cynepeyunu
nonimuyHum cumnamism pedakyii. Ile oOae niocmasu esadxcamu, wo 014
@panyy3oKux yiempanpasux mo20 uacy obpas Ykpainu 0ys8 He CmIilbKu
PeanicmudHo KapmuHoo nOOIl, CKIbKU IHCMPYMEHMOM RIOMBEPOA*CEHHSL 81ACHUX
NOAIMUYHUX ME3.

Takum uunom, ananiz eusneus noogiunicms nosuyii «L’Action francaise»: 3
00H020 00Ky, [0eono2iuHy 3ayikagieHicmov Yy HPOMUCMABIEHHI OLIbULOBUYbKIL
3a2po3i, WO MO2N0 HOPOOAHCYBAMU CUMYAMUBHY NIOMPUMKY  YKPAIHCLKOL
HE3aNeHCHOCMI; 3 IHU020 — 21UOOK)Y Hed08ipy 00 0Y0b-KUX Gopm HAYIOHAILHO2O
CAMOBU3HAYEHHSI N03d MOHAPXIYHOW MOOELII0, WO O0OMeXCY8ano 2iubuHy u
cmanicms NO3UMuUHo20 obpasy Yxpainu. JlocniodcenHs: makoxic NoKazanio, ujo
2azemua pumopuKka ybo2o nepiody i 8i0obpadicana noiimudHi peanii, ane i cama
Gopmysana y gpanyy3ekii cycniivHii oymyi cneyugiyne Oa4eHHs YKPAiHCbKO2O
NUMAHH5, SIKe VY HACMYNHI 0eCAMUNImmsl 8NIUBAN0 HA KO0 NPABOKOHCEPBAMUBHUX
inmepnpemayii nooiti Ha cxo0i €8ponu.

Knrouoei cnosa: Yrpaina; Buzeonvui smacanns, @panyisa, npeca, L’Action

frangaise.

Statement of the problem. Modern historiography continues to actively
study how extreme right-wing movements influenced narratives about national
liberation processes in neighboring countries. Of particular interest is the study of

the influence of the French far-right — in particular, through the organ «L.’Action

https://h-visnyk.com.ua/index.php/home/about ISSN: 3083-5712

VBech KOHTEHT JilieH30BaHO 32 ymoBamu Creative Commons BY 4.0 International license


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Ll

BULLETIN OF HUMANITIES

francaise» — on the reflection and formation of attitudes towards Ukrainian
statehood during the period of the conditional Liberation Struggles of 1917-1921.
This is important not only for historical studies, but also for understanding long-term
transnational models of political thinking, the role of the media in the legitimization
of states, and the influence of propaganda.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The research tradition
associated with the history of the Action Frangaise movement received thorough
coverage in E. Weber’s fundamental monograph «Action Frangaise, Royalism and
Reaction in Twentieth-Century France» [1], where the ideological development of
monarchical and reactionary nationalism in France was traced on the basis of
archival materials. Modern studies, in particular Stephen Wilson in his article «A
View of the Past» [2], explores the socio-political function of the historiography of
Action Francaise as a tool for constructing a conservative vision of the past in French
society. In the same context, it is worth noting the collective work of M. Lemari and
J. Prevost «L’Action frangaise : culture, société, politique» [3], which deepens the
understanding of the cultural and political strategies of the movement, demonstrating
its multidimensional impact on the intellectual and social life of France in the first
half of the twentieth century.

The topic of the influence of the press on the formation of public mentality in
France was developed in large-scale survey studies, such as «Histoire générale de la
presse francaise» [4], which covers the period from 1871 to 1940, tracing the
evolution of the French press in social and political contexts, as well as in P. Eveno’s
synthetic work «Histoire de la presse frangaise: de Théophraste Renaudot a la
révolution numérique» [5], which offers a long-term perspective on the development
of the press from early modern origins to the present day. In light of the issues of

radical movements, it is important to mention M. Vinok’s monograph
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«Nationalisme, Antisémitisme et Fascisme en France» [6], which analyzes in detail
the relationship between political extremism and mass communications in France.
As for the Ukrainian topic, there are studies in historiography that analyze the
function of the press in shaping the image of Ukraine in the Western European
information space. The work of V. Wolfram and co-authors «The Emergence of
Ukraine: Self-Determination, Occupation, and War in Ukraine, 1917-1922» [7] i1s a
comprehensive analysis of the formation of Ukrainian statehood and the
international perception of the Ukrainian question during the years of revolutions
and liberation struggles. Of particular importance is S. Blavatsky’s article «The
Ukrainian Francophone Press in France (1919-1921)» [8], which studies the
activities of Ukrainian Francophone publications in France as an important
instrument of cultural diplomacy and information representation of Ukraine. In the
same direction are the studies of O. Drozdovskaya, dedicated to the Ukrainian-
language magazines «Grey Ukraine» and «Yellow Ukraine» (1917-1918) [9], which
reproduce little-known stories of Ukrainian press activity abroad. An important
addition to these investigations is the analysis of publications of the magazine
«France et Ukraine» [10], in which French intellectual circles tried to form a positive
image of Ukraine, drawing attention to the problems of famine, emigration and
military-political blockade. In the article by J. Shkabury «Promotion of national
interests on the pages of the Ukrainian émigré press in France during the first
liberation struggles of 1917-1921 (on the example of the weekly “France et
Ukraine”)» [11], the author analyzes the specifics of the French-language magazine
France et Ukraine as a platform for representing Ukrainian national interests in
French society, traces the themes of materials aimed at forming a positive image of
Ukraine, and also emphasizes the importance of this press in the context of the

struggle for international recognition of Ukrainian statehood.
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Highlighting unresolved parts of the general problem. Despite significant
achievements in the study of right-wing French movements and the history of the
press, there are several significant gaps:

- lack of focused analysis of the Ukrainian issue in the far-right French press,
especially in «L’Action francaise». There is no real historical overview that would
systematically describe how this newspaper changed its tone and rhetoric regarding
Ukraine from 1917 to 1921;

- insufficient number of interpretative approaches that combine the
ideological component of the movement, journalistic practices, and the perception
of Ukraine as a social phenomenon;

- limited empirical source: official histories of Action Francaise often ignore
the Ukrainian segment as peripheral or irrelevant; instead, general French or political
narratives of history do not take into account the dynamics of the perception of the
Ukrainian Revolution.

The purpose of the article: to show the change in the rhetoric of «L’Action
frangaise» in the representation of Ukraine from 1917 to 1921 as a mirror of
ideological transformations in the ultra-right against the background of the events of
the Liberation Struggle.

Tasks:

- Chronologically reconstruct the thematic stages of the newspaper’s coverage
of Ukraine: from the February Revolution, which led to the beginning of the
Liberation Struggle — and to their completion.

- Identify key discursive models recorded in the pages of «L’Action
francaise».

- To analyze the parallels between media rhetoric and political events of that

time, territorial changes, state formation.
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- Based on this analysis, to show how «L’Action frangaise» constructed the
image of Ukraine depending on its ideological relations with Russia, Germany, and
the Bolsheviks.

Presentation of the main material of the article. The first mentions of
Ukraine in 1917 on the pages of «L.’Action francaise» were fragmentary and were
woven into the general discourse of support for «allied» Russia after the February
Revolution. In the material from May 5, the editorial office noted: «There is nothing
new in Berlin’s plans to use the so-called Ukrainian question to weaken Russia; even
before the war, German diplomacy nurtured these ideas» [12].

Thus, the Ukrainian movement was perceived through the prism of external
influence, primarily German, and not as a manifestation of internal national revival.
The editorial board saw the main threat as the possible collapse of the empire, which
would cast doubt on the Entente's ability to end the war with victory.

The publication of June 4 emphasized that the unity of Russia is a «necessary
prerequisite for the preservation of the Eastern Front,» and any «centrifugal
tendencies» constitute a «dangerous gift to the Kaiser» [13].

At the same time, in July, the tone began to take on a tone of recognition of
the separateness of Ukrainian identity. It stated: «Mazepa’s country, which has been
under the northern yoke for centuries, is rediscovering its own consciousness» [14].
However, this recognition was not supported by the idea of independence. On the
contrary, the authors advised Ukrainians «not to follow the example of the Irish
dreamers» [14].

It 1s particularly telling that the Central Rada was called a «public organization
that has exceeded its powers» [15]. Such rhetoric effectively repeated the official
formulations of the Provisional Government in Petrograd, which indicates the

editorial office’s orientation towards a pro-Russian position.
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The fall of Riga in September 1917 gave L’ Action francaise a reason to link
military setbacks with national movements in Russia. In its issue of September 5,
the newspaper drew parallels between contemporary events and the defeat of
Hetman Mazepa: «Riga fell just as Baturyn had fallen; since then, Russia’s
geographical regression has begun» [16]. Ukrainian separatism in this logic
essentially appeared as a key factor bringing about the «reduction of Russia» and the
strengthening of Germany in eastern Europe. It is significant that the proclamation
of the Third Universal of the Central Rada of November 7, 1917, which legally
formalized the UNR as an autonomy within federal Russia, was virtually ignored by
the newspaper. Only in the issue of November 19 did a brief message from Petrograd
appear: «Kyiv has announced a new stage of self-government, emphasizing its
loyalty to federal Russia» [17]. The lack of commentary and analysis may indicate
the editorial board’s reluctance to legitimize the Ukrainian state-building process
even within the federation.

The November battles on the Southwestern Front and the internal crisis in
Russia led to a change in focus. In an article dated November 28, L’ Action francaise
acknowledged the existence of the «Republic of Ukraine» with a population of 30
million and rich resources, but at the same time described it as «an anarchic state
that, by withdrawing troops from the front, facilitates the German offensive» [18].

In December 2017, changes were felt on the pages of L’ Action frangaise (see,
for example, [19; 20; 21], etc.). Articles during this period focused more on dry
reporting on events related to Ukraine: the Bolsheviks’ ultimatum to refuse any
support for the Cadet and other movements hostile to them. Instead, Ukrainian
troops disarmed Bolshevik supporters on their territory, and a transition to
confrontation between the parties took place. The change in tone of the publications
is quite logical, given that the newspaper clearly expressed a negative attitude

towards Lenin’s supporters («maximalistsy», as they were called there).
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The beginning of 1918 brought a symbolic breakthrough to Ukrainian
diplomacy: on January 9, a message arrived from Kyiv that General Tabouil, head
of the French military mission on the former Southwestern Front, had handed the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Ukrainian People’s Republic a letter appointing
him as the official representative of the French government in Kyiv. The newspaper
«L’Action frangaise» recorded this event as a moment of de facto diplomatic
recognition: «France recognizes Ukraine» [22].

Somewhat later, in February, the same newspaper published an interview with
Jean Brunes, who recalled with some irony that back in 1916 the idea of a separate
existence for Ukraine had aroused open skepticism in European diplomatic circles:
«...at that time Ukraine did not exist... all our diplomatic authorities claimed that
there were no Ukrainians, no White Russians, no Siberians... All this was the dream
of minorities...» [23]. However, he noted, within a year it had been «love at first
sight»: from denial to trust. At the same time, «L’Action francaise» continued to
demonstrate a superficial understanding of Ukrainian realities. In March 1918, this
French newspaper used the terms «Soviet Ukraine» and «Ukraine» interchangeably.
For example, in the report on the return of Odessa by troops «loyal to the Soviet
Union and Ukraine,» it is difficult to understand whether it refers to two separate
political forces or to one [24]. Similarly, the April note mentioned the «Ukrainian
Soviet troops» and the «Rada troops» supported by the Germans [25], although the
terms «Ukrainian People’s Republic» or simply «Ukraine» were sometimes used
later. The change of power and the figure of Hetman Pavlo Skoropadsky in May
1918 were interpreted by the French publication more as a poetic metaphor than as
a complex political process. In the article «Hetman» («L’Hetmany), the author
romanticized the image of the Hetman, but at the same time emphasized that he was

«born» by German policy, which sought «institutions in the legendary past» to
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justify its occupation presence. Such an interpretation reduced the Ukrainian state-
building process to an instrument of German strategy [26].

Journalists often demonstrated elementary ignorance: in the July issue,
Skoropadsky was called «Skorop Adski» and reported that he had handed over
power to the Austrian Archduke Wilhelm [27]. In the following months, mentions of
Ukraine in the press were often reduced to brief, sometimes dubious reports — for
example, that «Skoropadsky surrendered» and General Denikin became dictator
«with the consent of the Entente» [28].

In December, an article was published with reflections on a possible Entente
intervention in Ukraine. The author warned that if the Allies came as «protectors of
property,» they would suffer the fate of the Germans, and if they supported radical
social changes, they would in fact legitimize Bolshevism. The tone of the material
reflected the general confusion and lack of a clear strategy [29].

The final chord of the year was a loud note about the murder of the French
colonel de Villenin, which was attributed to the «Ruthenians», but with the
clarification that «outside Galicia... they call themselves Ukrainians». This tragic
incident was used by journalists as evidence of the «danger» of the combination of
Ukrainian and Polish national movements in the region, as well as as an argument
against the projects of «reorganization of Russia» [30]. The beginning of 1919 for
Ukraine appears in the newspaper reports of L’ Action frangaise as a period of deep
disorder. As early as January, the French reader could learn about a series of anti-
Semitic pogroms in Berdychiv and Zhytomyr, during which, according to the
correspondent, «the Jewish militia was disarmed and Ukrainians were killed» [31].
The authors emphasized that «anarchy persists in Ukraine» and that the troops of the
Directory were unable to restore order. This created the image of a country where
the central government, even with formal army structures, did not actually control

the territory.
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Against this background, the Bolsheviks actively shaped their political
message, seeking to present themselves not as invaders, but on the contrary - as
«creators of Ukraine as an independent state». In January, «L’Action francaise»
reprinted the statement of the People’s Commissariat of Foreign Affairs of the
RSFSR on the annulment of the Brest-Litovsk Peace Treaty and the refusal to
recognize Ukraine as a subject of international law. The tone of the document was
final: all Ukrainian institutions on the territory of Russia were to «immediately cease
their activities» and remove any signs of official status [32].

At the same time, the situation on the fronts was volatile. In some reports, the
image of the Ukrainian army as an organized force capable of victory appears.
Kovno reported that the first Bolshevik army, which operated along the Pripyat
River, «surrendered to the Ukrainian national troops,» and some of the prisoners
voluntarily joined the ranks of the UNR army, fighting against the Bolsheviks near
Zhytomyr [33].

Interestingly, from the spring of 1919, the newspaper began to quote Soviet
Ukrainian representatives more and more often, rather than UNR figures. For
example, on May 13, it published a report on a telegram from the president of
«Soviet Ukraine» to Berlin demanding the release of Karl Radek, under threat of
«arresting the consul and German citizens as revenge» [34]. This reflected a change
in the informational emphasis in the French press: the UNR was no longer the only
«voice of Ukraine» in the eyes of the European reader.

In July, Soviet leader Kh. Rakovsky acknowledged the criticality of the
military situation: «Denikin has broken through our line... Kharkiv is taken, the
enemy threatens Katerynoslavy» [35]. Despite this dramatic rhetoric, the newspaper
did not consider it necessary to explain that at that time several centers of power
were operating simultaneously in Ukraine. Only in the July issue did an almost

accidental mention appear of the unification of the governments of the ZUNR and
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the UNR under the presidency of Ye. Petrushevych [36]. August 1919 was a time of
renewed presence of the «Ukrainian voice» in the French media space, when the
UNR troops won a series of victories. A message on behalf of S. Petliura, transmitted
by the Ukrainian mission in Bern, emphasized the «complete unity of all national
forces» and the establishment of «the most friendly relations» with Romania [37]. A
few days later, the Bolsheviks were already being called «gangs» in the article, and
their defeat at Vasylkov, Fastov, and in Western Ukraine was presented as evidence
of the restoration of law and order [38]. Despite this short-lived wave of sympathy
for the UNR, Ukraine remained primarily an object of geopolitical and economic
interests in the pages of L’Action francaise, rather than a full-fledged political
subject. A typical example was the publication of September 19, 1919, where the
country was described as a «continental granary,» important primarily for the supply
of resources: «For the granaries to be full, there must be order in the house. Is it
impossible to restore order in these parts of Europe?» [39].

The beginning of 1920 was marked by a new wave of Bolshevik expansion
for Ukraine. As the Parisian «L’Action frangaise» wrote, Bolshevik forces had
already appeared west of Kyiv, and although their units were still small, it was felt
that a large-scale offensive on the entire territory of the country would soon begin.
«They will try to seize all the wheat they can find,» the publication emphasized,
noting that «the whole of Ukraine west of the Dnieper has again fallen into complete
anarchy, and thus the richest wheat-growing lands in the world have been lost to the
world» [40]. At the same time, skeptical voices were also heard in the French press
about the very existence of Ukraine. In a February article by Aventino, it was noted
that in foreign sources «Little Russia is mistakenly confused with Ukraine (because
the latter does not exist ethnologically or politically, the word Ukraine simply means
«Marches» (steps, steps))» [41]. Although the main theme of the article was

religious, a clear political line was visible here: the denial of Ukrainian statehood,
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the perception of the region as a space for the influence of great powers — Russia,
Poland or Rome.

These ideas partly reflected the economic collapse of the time. Ukraine had
recently been called the «granary of Europe», but, according to Prince Kochubey,
since the summer of 1917 all governments — from the Central Rada to the
Bolsheviks — had turned out to be «ephemeral», and the country’s territory had been
devastated by requisitions and war. Large estates had been destroyed, herds had been
slaughtered, and agriculture was in ruins. «It is enough to gather a few hundred
bandits to unleash terror in any region on behalf of any government,» he observed,
emphasizing that revival was possible only under the leadership of a «sufficiently
cultured» neighboring state, «the role of which rightfully belongs to Poland.» [42]

In the spring, the situation changed dramatically due to the Polish offensive.
The newspaper emphasized that Poland, having «dispelled doubts about its
statehood,» went on the offensive against the Red Army, and Pilsudski’s alliance
with Petliura caused peasant uprisings in the Bolshevik rear. «Poland is impossible
without Ukraine, Poland is impossible with a great Russia,» the publication wrote,
assessing this campaign as a struggle of a European nation for its own life and
interests. [43]

Despite the political situation, attempts by Ukrainian diplomacy to enlist the
support of France continued in Paris. At a June banquet of the Association of
Christian Journalists, Count Tyshkevych compared Ukrainian and French peasants,
emphasizing their «sentimental, historical, and economic affinity» and his vision of
France as «the greatest civilizational force in the world.» The speech was met with
warm applause, and those present urged journalists to study foreign policy more
actively, because it was thanks to this that «France will regain its traditions and
influence in the world.» [44] However, in August the tone of the publication changed

dramatically: «Ukraine» was practically identified with «Soviet Ukraine» under
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Bolshevik control. A statement by Rakovsky from 1915 about German-Russian
reconciliation was quoted, which was now presented as evidence of the
farsightedness of Bolshevik strategists. [45] The year culminated in a publication in
December, which depicted the large-scale terror of the Bolsheviks in Ukrainian
villages: a system of total surveillance, mass requisitions, the destruction of entire
settlements. Particularly striking was the description of the destruction of six villages
in the Baltsky district, the shooting of women and children, the deportation of
livestock and grain to central Russia. Even everyday life turned into a struggle for
survival: «400 grams of salt cost 8,000 rubles; 16 kilograms of potatoes — 130,000
rubles; a pair of boots — 230,000 rubles.» There was no soap, needles were replaced
with scraps of wire, and hemp oil became the only lighting in the huts [46].

As for 1921, «L’Action francaise» was usually limited to brief «dry» reports
on the course of military operations in Ukraine, without giving them any assessments
(e.g., [47; 48]).

Conclusions and prospects for further research. Summarizing the results
of the analysis, it can be stated that the rhetoric of «L’Action francaise» on the
Ukrainian issue during the Liberation Struggles of 1917-1921 underwent a
noticeable evolution, caused both by the internal logic of the ideology of the French
ultra-right and the changing international situation. At the initial stage, during the
February Revolution and the first attempts to form Ukrainian state institutions, the
newspaper demonstrated significant distrust of the idea of Ukrainian independence,
viewing it through the prism of monarchical centralism and the traditional French
right-wing sympathies for «one and indivisible» Russia. During this period, Ukraine
appears in the publications of «L.’ Action francaise» primarily as a geopolitical space
that risks becoming an arena of chaos, anarchy, and loss of cultural continuity, rather

than as a self-sufficient political entity.
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At the same time, the events of 1918—-1919, in particular the aggravation of
the Bolshevik threat and the intensification of German policy in the East, forced the
newspaper to partially reconsider this approach. In the materials of that time, there
are increasingly frequent hints of the possibility of the existence of Ukraine as a
«buffer» state, which would restrain the spread of Bolshevism to the West, although
this perception is not accompanied by a full recognition of Ukrainian statehood as a
value in itself. Such a situational acceptance of Ukraine was dictated by French
foreign policy considerations and the desire to limit the influence of Germany and
Soviet Russia, and not by a change in the fundamental worldview of the editorial
staff.

During 1920-1921, with the final consolidation of Soviet power over most of
the Ukrainian lands, the rhetoric of «L’Action francaise» returns to a more
pessimistic and even fatalistic tone. Ukraine once again appears not as a potential
ally, but as a lost source of raw materials and bread, the «breadbasket of Europe,»
which has fallen under the control of «anarchic» or «despotic» regimes. This
interpretation conveys a kind of nostalgia for the «stability of imperial structures,»
which, according to the authors of the articles published in the newspaper, modern
Eastern European states lacked. Such nostalgia did not mean direct support for the
Bolsheviks, but was an expression of conservative skepticism towards any forms of
republican statehood, especially in territories with an unstable political culture in the
eyes of the French right.

Thus, the research tasks allowed us to chronologically reconstruct the
thematic stages of Ukraine coverage in «L’Action francaise» and show that the
rhetoric on the newspaper’s pages changed from pro-Russian centralism to the
situational recognition of Ukraine as a buffer against Bolshevism, but never reached
the perception of Ukrainian independence as a value in itself. Ukraine in the French

right-wing press appeared more as an object of geopolitical projections — «part of
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Russiay», «anarchized republic», «breadbasket of Europe», or «Bolshevik threaty —
than as an independent political actor. These discursive models directly depended
on the political events of the time, territorial changes, relations with Russia,
Germany, the Bolsheviks, etc.

In the future, it would be interesting to expand the study to other extreme
right-wing movements in France through the prism of their mouthpieces in the form
of newspapers. It would also be interesting to conduct a comparative analysis with
the representation of Ukraine in British or German far-right publications of the same
period. This will allow for a more comprehensive study of the problem of the image
of Ukraine during the Liberation Wars of 1917-1921, which is one of the key stages
in the history of the Ukrainian state.
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